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CERT re Lal 
'TO THE MOST 
' EXCELLENT PRINCE, 
#2608, - 
- Duxes OF YORK, 

\ Second SoN to His MaAjESTY, 


and Knight of the moſt noble 
Ocder of the Garter. 


EaMiiPFagHc Author of this ingenious 

@ [SJ Poem not finding tt Convenient 

< | Bu d In this conjun&ureof time, to 

Pl PAS wait vpon Your Highneffe in 

<> cr{0D, makes bold to do it by 

4 his Proxie. By me he humbly doth preſent 

4 tO Your Highnefle hands this following Eſſay; 

4, NOt doubting but it may prove acceptable to 

}, You for the ſeaſoning of Your render yeers, 
| with chaſt and vertuous delights; and that rhe 
1 Argument he writes of will indeer the work, 
a hens 4 which - = 


| 


which can expect ſo little reputation from the 
Auchor. He hopes Your Highnefle will for- 
give this preſumption in him. And tis my 
hope that having had the happineſle of accefle 
to Your Highneſle formerly,Your Highnefle 
may more eaſily be induced to pardon me for 
this bold atrempr,1n venruring thus into Your 
preſe 1ce on another mans errand. Vyhich yet 
I ſhould n:>t have preſumed on, but that I con- 
ceive my ſelf obliged to cheriſh all occaſions 
which are offered to me for doing my ſervice 
to Your Highnefle ; whoſe gracious pardon 
and acceptance is all the aime of 


Your Highneſſe moſt 
bumbly devoted, 


Henry SEE, 


SSSHSSSHSGESSNHNS 
PSIODHEDPEPOPODOOGOG PHDPIH I EHPE 
A PREFACE TO 


the Chriſtian and inge- 


nious READER. 


mT 1 written in the Book of God, that the 
2 Beaſt which touched the Mountain 
= (wheronthe Law of Gd was given) ſhould 
WY ſrrely dye. In which, as in a figure, we may 
> cg early fre, that none of unclean hearts and 


wnſandtified hands, are to meddle with Gods Back, and 


the ſacred matters therein contained, for fear the like or a 
worſe miſchief fall upon him. Of this one Theopontus 
forma good proof in the ancient times. (as Arilteas tels the 

ſtory)who OS fome Divine Sentences of bolg Frit 
 wnto aprofane Hiſtory by him compoſed, roas preſently beveft 
of bus wits and underſtanding. And (1 it fared a!ſo with 
one Theodoretus, who bringing ſome Stories of the O!4 
Teſtament wpon the Stage or public Theatre , contrived 
znto the form and langu ye of a Tragedie , -was ſirrch 
blinde immediately; and not reftored unto his ſtoht, 1:ll he 
firſt ſaw his Errour, and repented of it. So carefull nas the 
Lord m thoſe elder times to preſerve the Maj. tie and re- 
putation of bus boly Ford from being liſhonowred, and 
made cheap, by thoſe bald undertakings of vile ſinfull men, 
But thoſe zndeed were Heathens , fach as krrere not God, 
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'o the Reader. 
or ſaro no more of him then thoroxy the falſe lights of depras 
ved Nature, or the dull fpetacles of Philsſophie,or Science 
_ falfly ſocalled: and would have made Gods Word ſub- 
ſervient unto their own vain=glory z or elſe bave brought it 
mm contempt, by ranking it with other vulgar and profane 
Narrations. Though God gave leave wnto the Children of 
the boyſe of lirael toreb the Aigyprtians of their jewels, 
and S. Paul thought # no diſÞaragement to the holy Ghoſt, 
to intermix ſome ſentences of Epimenides, Menander, 
and Aratus, (Grecian Poets all) into the body of bus boly © 
and divine Diſcourſes: yet was it never connted larofull | 
for theſe of the Egyptian or old Heathenifh race, to lay 
polluted hands on the Book of Goa, or profame any of the 
diGates inthe ſame contained. Such Beaſts if they once 
touched this Mountain, were to dye the death; or other= 
wiſe ſub jeGted to ſuch grievcus prniſhments , as were not 
much inferwy unto death it ſelf, and in ſome forts worſe. 

F ar otherwiſe it happened with thoſe pious Souls, who | 
came with fear and reverence to thoſe undertakings which . 
were ſo fatall to the others © to ſuch who made their Arts 
and Sciences, their knowledge in the tongues, and all out- | 
ward helps, ſubſervient to the W, ord and will of Gods | 
and fed them onely as fit means to imprint the ſame the 
better in the minds of men. Of thu kinde was the Tragedie | 
called Chriftns Patiens, compoſed by Gregor. Nazian- 
zen in bs younger dayes; containing the whole ſtorie of our \ 
Saviornrs Paſſion in form of a Deamprick Poem. Of this, 
the Cento made owt of Homers W'rks , aſcribed gene- 
rally to Endoxia, wife of the Emperonr Theodoſius Ja- 
nioz: bat. ſiuce aſſerted to Pelagius Patricius, who ou | 

| rzjve 


En To nn” In 


rifbed in the times of the Empersur Zeno : comprehending 
the full perfett Hiffory of our S aviours life. And finally of 
this fort alſo , were the Poems of - Javencus « Prieſt of 
Spaine, Sedulius ar ancient Scor, Arator a Srbdeacon 
of the Chzrch.of Rome, who lived and flouriſhed in the 
primitive and pureſt times of Chriſt;anitie © not to ſay ay 
thing of the verſion of the Pſalter or Pſalms of David inte 
Greek verſe by Apollinaris,the Paraphraſe of Sz. Johns 
Goſpel made by Nomus, and many others of this kinde, 
which are preferred in print to all poſterity » and not long 
fince colleBed into one of the Volumes of the Bibliotheca 
Patrum Veterum. Theſe men not onely pr-ſpered in the © 
work which they took in hand, but had Gods bleſſing with 
them generally in the whole courſe of their liver. So great 
the difference was in the minde and meaning wherewith 
they took Gods Book in band ; and fitted it tothe content- 
ment and capacitie of the Chriſtian Readers ; from that, 
for which theſe Heathen Writers which before we 'ſpake 
of, were ſo ſorely puniſhed. | 

With like fucctſſc have others Iabonred in this kinde, in 
theſe later Ages. The Selignenr du Þartas amongſt the 
French, Geo. Buchanan emongſt the Scors, and one 
of enr own'Countreymen of name and credit, have left as 
many evident and fair example*, horo compatible Poctry 
may be with ſacred Storie. W, hz 1Muſe more fluent and 
drvine then that of Geo. Sandys in hy Paraphraſe of 
Davids P alms? more eaſie and familiar then that of 
Quarles? more ſtat:ly and ſublime then Phinees Fleriti« 
cus ? hat work more excellently digeſted #hen Alexan- 
der Roſles Cento out of Virgils Works ; in which 4s ons 

A 4 Auſonias 


To the Reader. 


Aufſonius made him looſe and wanton, be hath made that 
Heroick Poet whvlly Evangelicall. And though in refe= 
rence and compariſon to thoſe before , T hold my ſelf of no 
eſteem and reputatiin ; yet I have reafonto beleeve , and 
jome ground w hope, that my performancs: in this {cred 
Argument,may not be onely pleaſing unto thoſe who read it, 
but alſo acceptable in the eyes of the Lord. my God , who 
knowe th with how much fear and reverence I firſt yent 

about it. 1 know how heavie 4 puniſhment was inflited On 
the anczent Bethſhemires, for looking onely with profane 
and irreverent eyes into the ſacred Ark of the God of 1(- 
rael 3 which was a type onely, and a ſhadow of that reall 
Hrjeſtie, of that miſt infinite light of Glory, which was 
mncarnate inthe Ark of the Virgins Wombe. And there- 
fore it concerned me not to he too bald in matters of (o high 
and divine a nature, ( greater then which was never mani- 
feſted to the ſons of men: ) nor to approach ſo neer the myſte= | 
ries of my S xviours birth, or look into the dreadful coun | 
fels of the Lora Almighty ; but with all fitting and religi= | 
025 preparatimm, which the greatneſſe of the work and Ar- * 
aument required of me. 

The truth w,that among ſt theſe tumults and diſtem- 
pers of war,wherin T have been onely of the ſuſfering party, 
T forzht that ſafety to the privacie of a ſweeter ſtreat which © 

1 experimentally had found could not be got in fenced Ci- 
tics,or places of more publick and known refort. And in 
the middle of theſe temults, took ſome intermiſſions t1 eaſe 
my minde by ſuch diverſions a either the inclination of 
my naiurall Genious or Bias of my former Studies did dif- 
poſe me #0 Anaat the loſt , I know not by the m__ of 

wbat ' 


_ To the Reader. 
what good ſpirit, but ſure Truſt upon the motion of the 
bleſſed Spirit, who as he breatheth where he lifteth, ſo can 
be quicken where he pleaſeth ; 1 fell upon this preſent Argu= 
ment, in proſecution of ihe which, I hope T have done no 
di ſhonour to the holy Goſpel,nor to the bleſſed ſarbjeft wherc= 
of I write. T know it s ſomewhat of the lateſt in this de- 
clining time of my life and ſiudies, to look for any praiſe 
or applauſe from men, in a perf ormance of tha kind in tbe 
way of Poetrie 3 wherein I could never boaſt my ſelf to 
have been fortunate in the moſt flouriſhing dayes of my 
wits and fancies But Gd who hath ordained praiſe (as 
the Pſalmiſt tels us) out of the mouthes of Babes and 
(ucklings; may poſſibly ordain ſome aut of m7 month al- 
ſo. And I may ſay, I hape with 2 Chr; ſtran confidence, that 
my Heart hath been anditing of a good marte 5 
though I dare net arrogate nor apply the following words, 
That my tongue hath been asthe pen of a readie 
Writer. Certain I am, T have endeavoured nothing more 
then to ſet forth Gods glory, in ſending hs oncly Son into 
the world, for the redemption of us men ; and to that end, 
bath filled every Canto with a proper Prayer ; that God 
may have the glory of bus own great Acts, and man receive 
the benefit intended by them. 
| Inthe purſuance of thu work, Thave not added ny this 
20 the ſacred Story,which is materiall and of fubſimce, but 
2wo paſſages onely : That of the Ox and the Afle, which 
you find mentioned in the fifth Song,and ſeems to have ſome 
ground in la. 1. not onely hath the countenance of old tra- 
aition.but the authority of Pradentius a Chriſtizn Poet, 
and one that flzuriſhed inthe beſt times of the Church. That 


'Y, - 


Io the Reader. 
of ibe falling of the Tdols of Egypt at our Saviours firft 


entrance into that Countrey , which 18 briefly touched at 
Song 7. not onely hath ſome probable ground in Iſa.I 9. but 
24 affirmed expreſly by Eaſebius, in his 9th Bock , de De-= 
monſtrat. Evangel. and by St. Ambroſe in hv Coment 
on the 119. Pſalm, and many other of the F athers. In ma- 
king the ſiable where our Redeemer was brought ints the 
world to be a Cave under ground in the Suburbs or outs 
parts of Bethlehem; I have followed the generall Opinion 
of the Eaſtern Church, in placing the coming of the Wiſe 
men or Magi, between the Circumciſion and the Puri» 
fication, the received tradition of the Weſtern. Ir other 
things T have indeed indulged a little to Poeticall liberty; 
but yet no further then the nature of the work will bear. 
One great want #,that living as I do remote both from books 
and men,conld not help my ſelf, or enrich my fancies, with 
fuchPoeticall deſcriptions, and firwers of Rhetorick, 
as might beth have enlarged and adorned the work; but 
was infurced to faſhion it,as thi ſeeſt it now, out of the na= 
tive ſtrength of my brain and memory : which makes it 
come into the world;with ſuch imperf. tions, as the want of 
all thoſe helps and ornaments may expoſe it to. And yet per- _ 
baps it may the Letter ſort with the preſent Argument, 
which being ef ſo high and divine amature, doth the leſſe 
ſtand in need of thoſe outward trappings and imbeliſh» 
ments which to another Poem might be fit and preceſſary- 
Such as it ,g00d Reader, J devote it to thy uſe and benefit: | 
hoping theu wilt = therein both delight and profit. Ei- 
ther of which if thou receive.give God the glory;and let the 
poore Anthor have thy prayers. And fo fare thee wel. as 
c 
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SEP EE BEE PPEEP 
The Argument of the ſe- 


verall CANTO'S. 


CANTO I 
The Anthor doth his Proje& tell, 
And of the time when it befell. 
Of Maries Birth, and Form he ſpeaks, 
A meaſure of her minde he takes. 
Joſeph deſcribed; the Match agreed ; 
Conjeures why it might not ſpeed. 


CANTO II. 
The Lord toGabriel doth commend 
The Meſſage which he was ts ſend. 
The Angel goes to Joſephs houſe, 
And there ſalutes theV irgin-Spouſe. 
The word the Virgin doth beleeve; 
And fo ber Saviour did concetvye. 


CANTO TIIL 
The Virgin yoes from Nazareth, 
Tovifi ber Elizabeths 
She hears of Zacharies ſtrange fate; 
And ſings her own Magnificate. 
Three moneths there ſpent, ſhe goes againg 
From the Hill-Countreys tothe Plains 


CANTO 


CANTO HTIIL 
Poore Joſeph in a preat diſmay, 
Reſolves to put his wife away : 
The truth being by an Angel ſhern, 
He keeps her with him as hus own. 
A Levite. tels the birth of John, 
And how old Zachary finds his tongue. 


CGAMIDY,. 
CHRIST born; the heavenly Angels ſing 
A Chrittmaſſe Carol to their King. 
The Shepherds do toBetblem go, 

And there they Caroll 3t alſo. 

They blaze the News; the Babe fo fam*d 
Is circumcigd, and |] E SUS naw d. 


CANTO VL 
A Star appearing in the Eſt, 
Condutts the Wiſe-men tothe Weſt, 
They Herod ſee ; with hu conſent 
Adore the Babe, their gifte pr. ſent. 
The Virgin-Maother purified, 
Simeon and Anna prophecied. 


CANTO VII 

014 Belzebub doth Herod tempt 

To make away the Innocent. 

Joſeph forewarn'd by God, exiPd 

Himſelf to Kgypr with the Childe. 

Th Innocents ſlaughter*d ; Herods death, 
They all return to Nazareth, 0 

THE, 
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THE PROMISED SEED: 

0 tt, 
The Hiſtory of the Incarna- 


tion, Birth, and firſt yeers Life of our 


Bleſſed Lord and Saviour 
FESUS CHRIST. | 


CANTO I. 


The Author doth hu Proje@ tell, 

And of the time when it befell. 

Of Maries birth, and form he peaks 3 
A meaſure of her mind he takes. 
Joſeph deſcriÞ'd; the Match agreed : 
ConJetares why it might not ſpeed. 


281 (, 15 Birth I ling, who no beginnings had; 
*= © His Infancie, by whom the worlds were: 


5 & Bl made: 
 AWYAN And of his Cradle dointer:d to write; 
| Whorocks the Heavens, and gavethe Stars their 
Pardon Eternal Babe this bold defigne, (light. 


Worthy an 4ngel:quill, roo hightor mine 3 __- 


2 The Promiſed Seed. 


And guide my erembling hand, whilſtI reherſe 
Thy firſt yeers Goſpe!, faſhioned into yerſe. 

TheelT implore to ſanftihe my fuſe, 

To cleanſe my heart, and fit them for thy uſe. 
Fortis thy ftoric, which I here preſent, 

Thine as the Author, and the Argument. 

It was the time when great Azguſius ſwaied 
The Roman Empire ; when the world obeyed 
Bur one known Monarch; and even Fewrie knew © 
No King but him, or none that was a Few. 

The time it was, whereof old Jacob ſpake, 
Concerning Judah, being then #80 take 

His laſt farewell ; and let his ofi-ſpring know 
What God above decreed of them below. 

The Seepter was departed. Mighty Rome - 
Poflefi'd the land, and by her Lordiy doome, - 
Gavethem a Prince, to fill the Regall place, 
Deriv'd from Eſau, not from Jacobs race. 

Now Shiloh was to come, the Expeltation 

Both of Gods peopie,and th'unhallowed Nation 
Who to make one of both, ſo long divided, 
Came down from Heaven, & on the earth refided, 
All things eoncurr'd to this great work; the State | 
Of Natuic altered, as if new-create. 

TheLyon and the Lambelay down to fleep 

Inthe fame Fold; fo did the. Wolfe and Sheep» 
The fcarfull Hare dreading no further harmes, © j-* 
Took up her lodging in the Greyhoands armes: -;- 
Aud with the Hawk, the Patridge ſo agreed, - . -//: 
They perch'd together, and together feed. * =y 7 
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The long-afflifted world reſtored to ref, 
 Admir'd,but ſcarce beleiv'd it ſelf ſo bleſt. (ſpades; 
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Swords wereto Plough-ſhares turn'd, & Spears to 


| Helmets to Houſhold uſe, and in the ſhades 

 Ofhis own Vine, ſat the contented Swaine, 

With his courſe Dame, and all his homely traine. 

wars voyce was hufh't, noquiet ſleeps were broken 

With fierce Alarmes, which terrors might betoken: 

\. And Ceſar had ſo well the State compoſed, 

That Janus Temple was the third time cloſed. 

Now SHIL O H was to come; The promiſed Seed 

| Fore-ſhewn in Types, was now to come 2xdeed. 

| For what time ficter, then when wars did ceaſe. 

' To be the Birth-time of the Prince of Peace. 

| This happy time drew on,when neer the Town, 

| Cal'd Sepheray, a place of great renown- 

In either Ga/ile, for grazing Sheepe, (kecp 

| Someof the neighbouring Swains their flocks did 

' Vn great content, deviſing ſeverall waies 

| Howto beguile the time, and ſpend their daics. 

| Amongſt the reſt were two of cheifeſt name, 

| Both young,and wealthy,both of untouch't fame: 

' Theonehight Amos, a rich Heard/mans Son, * 

: Checrfull of mind, and of complexion ; 

| The other Jacob caP'd, a man inclin'd 

| Toſeber thoughts, but now of late his mind 

:, Vas. grown more troubled then it wont. He fared 
uſt ULE 2 man, that either griev'd or cared 

Too much for worldly things againlt his natures 

Which was benign, and of a livcly featyue. _ 
"2 Gs : 18 


4 The Promiſed Seed. 
This Amos had obſerv'd, and long'd to know 
What thing it was that had exiÞd him ſo 
From his own ſelf, and made him feem ſo ſtrange 
&« Tohis old friends. Some cares muſt make his 
* Or is it Lovezfaich he.Be which it will, (change; 
< It me concerns to know, and chee to cel]. 
& Sorrows imparted to a friend wax leffe, 
&« And love communicated findes (uccefle. 
© What cre ic was, he pray'd him nor to ſpare 
& To let him know it, were it love or care. 

Ah friend, ſaid he, the Rule too traeT find; 
Thers no concealing of a troubled minde. 
Yec Inot ſay Llove,[ have no heart 
Capable of thoſe flames, of ſuch a dare. 
Nor ſhould I ſay I greive. *Ic is not right 


- 


& Togreivgbecaule another findes delight. 
Yetcruth to tell, I do lament a loſle, es 
Which becauſe pablick, few do think a Crofle. 
What Ridles have we heregſ{aid Amos ſtraight, 
Is grief ſententions, and ſo fullot weight ! 
What publick lofſe is that which greives chee thus; 
And yet is thought no crofle at all cous? _ F 
Speak thy mind freely man,thou deals not fair, 
Ina clear day to fancie Clouds in th' Air. _ 
Then Facob bluſhing, knowelt thou not, ſaid he, 
'Old Foachim and Anne his wife. They be 

The oldelt pair in Sephora, well known 

For Godly life, more for a beauteous one: 


Their daughter AfART. Haſt thou teen the Maid? 1 


Secn her Ihave, ſaid he, but never had --- - -* - A 
it 


The Prom-ſed Sed. 
Fit opportunity to mark her well ; 
Yet I have heard thee's one that doth excell. 
Excell, quoth facob, rhat the d:rth inleed 
As miich as 1wectetlt Rote the vilelt weed. 
N-ne of the Sex come neer her. Bur fince thou 
Art ſuch a-ſtranger to her tace., a'low 
Me leave to ſpeak her worth, and to preter 
Tothy kinde eares her perte& Carier. 
And yet when al! is done, I mult conrefle 
My able{tCkill will make her worth'feem leffe. 
| Know thenthat fheis come o ch Royall line, 
A branch of Jeſſes Root, of Davids Vine. 
But onethat more adorns the Rezall item. 
Then any latter ſhe receives trom them. 
Her ſhape ſeems more then Mortall; every part 
Sauch,as ii Narure did contend with Art, 
Her Cheekes are like two ftruittull beds oregrown, 
With Amvpnatick flowers, but newly b o vnz 
Which d0;beiides the Odoars, glad he tight, 
And raviſh the Spe&ato:rs with delight. 
Her Eyes molt bright, and ſparkling to behold 
Likea ich Dizmondin a Rins of G14. 5 
A nd yet from thence there flames io purga fire, 
As doth both raite and re&itic detire. 
Her Ivorie Teeth in whiten: fe do ourgo 
Thedownwut Swans, or Winters driven Snow. 
. - Her Lips-are two twin-Cherries, and do caſt 
Suclequall (weernetle, both on eye and taſt; 
Taat Stthoſe raviſh'd ſenſes d:» diffent, 
Ln chalienging to each che cheit content. ” 
| W--- Her 


| 
g's ? 
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Her Neck unbeautified wich borrowed grace, 
Is whicer then the Lilles of her face. 
Her miiky Breaſts, which like rwo Mountains \well, 
Then Pcaris more Orient, the white cliffes excell: 
Whoſe whole exter: is circled round about 
With Azure-& zverets ſporting in and out. 
. And over all her golden Cxr/es unbound, 
Hang in neglected order tothe ground. 
The whole to curions, that no mortall birth 
Can (hew a beaurie, lefſe commixc with earth. 
So that if all the Graces of the Sex 
Were joyn'd to complear one, in all reſpeRs; 
Or could there out of a}l excrated te 
A perte& Sninteſſence 3 the ſame is ſhe. ; 
«© Thoy tei1*:t of wonders man, ſaid Amos then, | 
* Can ſuch a Beauty bederiv'd from men? | 
© Thoa dorelt {ure, or elſc haſt lately read | 
©- Some of the Heathen Poets, and thy Head 
© Swarmes with their Gedeſſes. Said Facob, no. 
I ſpeak the trath,yet far too ſhort I know 
Ot her perfe&ions, as Iſaid before: 
For truit me Friend,all this ſhe is, and more. 
And yer how ſhort do thele perteCctions ſeem 
How unregarded, of what mean eſteem: 
How drofhe ſhewes her ſhape, hew unrrefir?d 
Compar'd unto the Treaſ:es of her mind. 
Needs mult the Ferels be ro wonder precious 
When as the Cabinet js ſo rich and ſpectous. 
A Sowuleſhe hath of ſo divine a mertt, 


As purike's her very Fleſþ to Spirit. 


Make 
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Makes her all immateriall and ſublime 

The grand example of this Age and Clime, 

And leaves a pattern tofucceeding daies 3 

Which ſome ſhall imitate, few rightly praiſe. 

Mild are her Looks, and winning, yet ſevere; 

Not Courtly in her Garb, nor yet auſtere. 

Her Lip, drop F;ſdom. Every word fo weigh'd 

That when ſhe ſpeak's, ſhe ſpea'ks as one atraid, 
Leſt any then ſhould pafſe, which may not be 

Seaſoned with Grace, and grac'd with modelty. 

Her Thoughts ſo void of Earth, and earthly Toyes, 

So wholly ftxt upon Celeſtiall Joyes 

That even her mirth, her dreames, her very cares, 

Are more in Heaven then other womens pratiers- 

In all the Tribes of Ie! is there none 


When both the Saints and Angels joyn'd in one; 
Tomake an <p but (he. A Saint for grace 


She (eemesto be, an Angel in her face. 
So pure without, fo ſanfified within, 
There is no room for Folly, lefle for Sin. 
* Thou haſt deſcrib'd a pertef peece indeed 
*Said courteous Ames, one who doth excced 
* All thac I ever heard. Thelike again 
* No Hiſtorie can ſpeak, nor Poets faine. 
* And now 1 find thy greife. Doth Facsblove 
* This gracefall Dame ? She is (ſaid he ) above 
The height of my deſires. Itind no fire 
ames in my breſt, but onely to admire 
So rare perfe&tions. For I alwaies look 
So much of Heaven to be ate” 9 Look " 
ED 2 ; 
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As made rhe think my ſelf too far unfit, 
To c;eriain love, orto offer: it.-. oe 
And yet Ino: fſomuch my felt deſp iſe Fs 
Bi (hay {might have feem'd in es fatr Eyes 
Ac Irv '6 'Y AS the mManro whom her <oprnſipng 
Hato fare E pond hers and the fitter rather 
On: yeers and qualities compar'd. © But Friend 
<6 Said Amos then, 1s ſhe thou doelt commend 
© Beirow'd anda gon | Lpretneetell me who | 
Hath 5aid che Blifſe, thon durſt not reach unto. | 
I hall, {aid Facob, and will truly deal | 
I;i myrzporrt. without or hate, or zeal, 
Without diflike, or envy. Thou fbalt Gade 
[1 BcarA Fair tongue in a troubled mind, 

In this our Tribe; hard by, thereisa Town 
CaPd N:zzreth, a place of no renown 
T*!l by her bleit abode, irc gain'd a name, 
Who makes all places happy when ſhe came. - 
There ;OSEPH dwels(who doth not Feſeph know} 
As high i 1 birth, as in hisfortunes two. - | 
A man deſcended of the RiyallRace,, . 
Ct comely preſence, and a reverend face. | 
His cort proclaimes his nigh deſcent,thongh poork 
And by u!1profperous. tortane made obſcure: 
V.eli ftrook in yeers,'a Carpenter by trade; 
And that's the wortt of all that can be a: 
(Though Age be honour'd ; ; and in happieſt daie 
<« The gaines of honeſt Trades | Is no Mforaiſe:), | 


Jait ſo the Sun when with a darke miti cloudeth-| 
Darts through his beams, which under itare ſhrouded, 


<a 
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; Sojuſt he is with all,he never knew. | 
| The waics of wrong, gives every man his due: 
; Is Maſter of his word, the poor mans triend ; 
+ And what he.cannot give, will treely lend. 
| And by theſe honeſt Arts gains more -ffcQion, 
Then couid be calieng'd by his great extra&ion. 
The happieſt man ofall bis noble houſe 
| And yet moſt happy in ſo ſweet a Spozſe. 
For the old Couple knowing well,that he 
Is of a molt nrqueltioned bonel! ty, 
Ot their one ſtuck, and perhaps wealthier too 
Then thou or L, or moit men elie do know. 
Efpoul'd her to him. Bur the Conſ#t:mation 
kecording to the Cuſtom of our Nation, 
Is forfome moneths deferr'd. To make all fare 
&« (Forlove well grounded longctt will inciore) 
He took her homegthere with him co abide, 
As a betrothed wife, NOT a 7: wried Bride. 
And thisI greiveat as a pubiick Crofle, 
That Nazareth grows happy by our :ofic. 
Ah Swain, ſaid Amos then, thy hupes are ZONC» 
My hopes, ſaid Jacob, at the beil... re none. 
I never entertain'd thoſe thoughts : and that 
Trold thee at the firlt ; Halt thou forgar 
My words ſo ſoon. Know Shephe: d that my love 
If love it were, was more divine, above 
All ſenſaall appetite. And if I gw: ff: + ght 
Old Feſephwill not find much more delight 
In ae ;ſponſall, then to have it ſaid 
He is the Owner of ſo fair a Maid ; 
H B 3 Uulefle 
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Lnlefſc his chaſter flames do ſhift the place, 
And fix upon her minde, bur nor her face. (be, 
For know, dear tric:«l, thac though his Spouſe the | 
She's itil unbedded. Her Virginitie 
She keeps inviolate, as an new-blown Roſe, 
Before the Virgin leaves ic doth uncloſe. 
Reſerv'd ſhe ſeems for a more high defigne 
Tien Fo ephs bed. So rich, lo tair a ſhrine 
D-ſerves a nobter Saint then he; ard one 

 Thzr multi exceed her in perteCion. 
And thouyh old Joſeph thinks each houre a yeer, 
E:tcems the time far off, though drawing neer: 
And chides the Sun for making no more halic, 
Brceutc his own ſtrong Fancies run too fatt : 
Ye ihe not wiſh to change, or lay aſide 
H..: VF :rgin-ttate, in hope to be a Bride. 
H-c purer flames flie npward, and above 
cr thoughts are fixt on a diviner Love. 
T1 whom her heart ſhe offers dayes and nights 
itz prayers and vows; with che accultomad Rzres. 
Her ſelt ſhe facrificeth, Morn and Even. 

| Never were purer hands lift up to Heaven. 
Beaven is her Husband, and Itrow no force | 
V/ill 7ojeph uſe, or takea rigid courſe (ſhow | 
Tocharge ber holy choughts. Few moneths will | 
Whether the things Iſay, be trae or no. | 
Bur now Lis time to part. The Sun gins ſer | 
His warrie beams; and night as black as jet 
Will overtake us, if we high not faſt: | 
Shepherd tarcwcll. Such hafte will make no won. | 

$5. 
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Ard fo they parted without more delay), 
_ Waiting the Mae of the Bridall day. 

| Which how it fail'd, and what thereupon betell, 
' My wearied uſe in che next Songs ſhall tell. 


The Prayer. 


' A Lmneighty God, which haſt knit together thy E!:Ci3 in 

one communion and fellowſbip, in the myſticall body 
of thy Sox CHRIST, ozr Saviour : Grant us grace foto 
follow thy holy Saints, zn all vertuns and godly living, 
that we may come to thoſe uzſpezhable j1yes which thou haſt 
prepared for them who unfained'y love thee, throuwwþ JE- 


SUS CHRIST our Lord. Amen. 


— —_ —_— — — —  — 


CANTO IL. 


The Lord to Oabriel doth commend 
The Meſſage which he was ts ſend. 
The Angel goes to Joſephs h-uſe, 
And there ſalutes the Y irgin-Sp uſe. 
The word the Virgin doth belceve; 
And ſo ber Saviour did conceive. 


—_— 


Tix isa City far above the skics, 

Never beheld by any mortall eyes. 

A glorious City builr of burniſht Gold, 

Wall'd round with precious ſtones of pareſtmould. 

The Gates of pearl, an intire Pearl each Gate; 

The ftceets wich Chryſta!l pav'd, and ſtuds of Plate, 
B 4 _ Like 
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Lie cleereſt skie bedeck*d with ſtars do ſhow. 
| And ailthe R:vers do with Ne@ar flow. 
| W:.cre neither Sun nor Moor. do ſhine, yet light 
Concinoalrthere, a day without a night. 
N. eds matt continuall day be there where ſhine 
4he Light of lights, the MaJeitie * (p67 hog 
There ita:.ds the Palace of the mighty King, 
Raigd on high Columnes richly glittering, 3 
Oc: Gold, and {pai kling Carb: cles compa, 
For matter gorgeous, and for form cx .&. 

*Azd there the Worlds (ole Monarch doth poſſeſle 
His advanc'd throne in endlctic Happineſle; _ 
Arrtended by Ce'eltia}l ſpirits, a Quire. 

Of Anyels, Mmiſters of fluning Fire. 

Who itanding ali before his Pr cl ence, be 

Equa!l i in grace, though differ mg in degrec; 

And in ful: Confor t with mo! | ſweet accord 

Chant our rhe prai.es of their dreadfu}l Lord. 
O 1; of rhis lacred train attending there, 

He cau« d theArct.: Angel Gabriel rocome neer 3 

And guiding down his eye to F:ſephshoufe, 

Shewed hi91 (molt gl:d ro ſce'r) the Virgin-Sp: va 

Atherdevorions; wirh to fweet a grace, 

As ſerved to make a Temple of the place. . 

A place i' was trom all the houle ltle&ed, » . 

Nor g tudie gay, nor carelefly negle&ed; 

| Burt grave and decent, and from tumult free : 
Such as an Or torie ought to be. | 
"Tthere,wirth the doore firit cloſed, her (elf ſhe clacd 
Upon her beaded knees : hereyes dowpn-call, 
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As if unworthy to b:hold the skie, 
The Palace of ſo greata Majeltic. 
But what her eyes preſum'd no:, ſhe commended 
Unto her faithtull hands. Boih which extended 
To the full length, and both together joyn'd, 
Seenv'd to convoy the Treaſures 9f ner-mind 
To Gods eternall Throne. And in this ſorc 
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Made the her ſuits unto the Heavenly Court. 


Before hereyes a gilded book there lay 

In which ihe read,and prayed.No night nor day 

Eſcap'd, in which ſhe did not Jearn ſome parc, . 

Till ſhe at laſt had conn'd it all by heart. 

"Twas DAVIDS Pſalms, a Book not meanly prized 

By (ach as are devoutly exerciſed. 

And on this book ſpent fhe much time and coſt, 

Much for the Author. for the matter molt. 

Her daily Office (he from thence did gather, 

As her choice wit diretted ; and the rather 

Becauſe that with his blood ſhe did inherit 

So great a portion of King DAVIDS Spirit- 
This ſeen. and Gabriel at a maze to.finde 

So much of Heaven, in one of mortall kinde;. 

Fhe Lord proceeded thus. * The time is come 

*©Predeſtinate by my erernall doom 


« For the MESSIAHS birth. The Promiſed Seed 


_ < Muft now be born, and chiefly born to bleed. 


* His:Blood it is which onely can reſtore 
** Collapſed man, to what he was before 
* His wretched Fall ; afid chalk him ont a way 


« To thoſe full Slories which you here enjoy. 


A 


& A work too great for any to perform 

«© Ot humane race. of mortall Parents born. 

& Therefore my So2ymy onely Son mult do it, 

© Who was before all Worlds appointed toit. 

« Bar fince that 4an hath finn'd,and an muſt die 

** (How ſhould heelſe my Juſtice ſarisfie? ) 

© This So-not mine muſt rake mans Fieſp,and come 

& Like mortall mankind,from ſome Mothers wombe. 

«© This and this onlyis the way laid down,(known. 

& To ave loſt Man; though not till now made 

* He paus'd,then added; Czbrie! doeſt thou ſee 

* Y-nn devout Hebrew Virgin! This is ſhe, 

© Whom I have choſe from all her Sex, ro make 

© The Inftrament of this great work ; and take 

© Ce:eſtzall Seedinto her Womb, and bring 

FfInto the World her S2yiozr and her King : 

* Go Gubriel to yonn Village of the Fews, 

4 Be thou the Meſſenger of this glad News; 

& And let her know what honours are deſign'd, 

© That Rareſt dwelling of a purer Mind. 

* Be thou the firſt Evangeliſt, and unfold 

*Tn brief, what ſha]l more largely be inroll'd. 
At his Creators feet with Reverence due 

The Azge! bowed, and ſwift as lightning flew 

On the commanded Meſſage; highly joyed 

To be, on ſach a gratefull work,employed. 

The maſfie body of the Spberes being pait, 

(As what could hinder an Arch-Azge!s haſte) 

He ſpread his golden Feathers all abroad, 

And on the wings of the ſwift Windes he rode. 


Flic | 
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Flie Gabriel, flie; ſurprixe her unawares, | 
Even inthe midſt of her deyouteſt prayers. 
Flie Gabriel, flie ; ſlack. neither pace nor pains - 
© An unexpe&ed good moſt welcome gains. 
And ſo he did. Andentring Joſephs houſe, 
He pierc'd the unlockt doores : the V irgin-Spouſe 
Being ſo bent on ſacred Meditation, 
That ſhe perceiv'd not what ſtrange alteration 
The Angels preſence made: As if her minde 
Were gone to Heaven, her Body left behinde. 
Whom when che Angel ſaw ſo ltrong]y fixc 
On Prayer, or Contemplation on the I ext ; 
And heard the Kapizres ot her Soul, and heeded 
That gracious fountain whence thoſe {treams pro» 
He ſtood admiring, and aſtoniſhe az (cceded: 
So rare perfeQions, had almoſt torgat 
To do the Errand, which with ſach glad haſte 
He came abour. At which ſurpriſe aball”c, 
He ſhook his glorious Feathers; with which noiſe, 
She found her raviſht ſenſes, He his Voice. 

And thus he ſpake. * Hail Maid & F7fe, ſaid he, 
* The pwreſt of thy ſex, and like ro be | 
* The happieſt alſo, if with Faith thou bear 
* In thy dear Brelt, the Mefſage thou fhalc bear. 
* Hail ART full of Grace, Haii freely loved; 
* By Man applauded, and by God approved. 
* Hail thou which art by Heav'n ſo highly prized 
* As if, yet living, thou wert Ecernized. 


© How tully doth thy God to thee impart 
** His Divine preſence! In ſuch grace thou art 


With 


Cc With thy dread Lord, thatheis till about thee, 

« His Spirit within,his mighty Power without thee. | 

M1:ſt vleſſed among women. EV E $ offence © 

Hath layed a Curſe, but thy Obedience 

opt Bleſſings on thy Sexz and gives thy name 

Thebrightelt Rabrick in the Book of Fame. 

Moſt bleſſed woman Hail, ordain'd-to breed 

In chy chalt Virgin-womb the Promiſed Seed. 
 _Whiles thus het: -aKe, the Virgin geew amazed 

Trembled in every joynt, and crembling gazed 

DiltraC&edly about ; and did nor know 

Whether Re things (he ſaw were true or no. 

But when he had call'd back her wandring ſenſe, 

She quickly freed her {e'f from that ſuſpence: 

Harkin aright by that which ſhedid hear 

Barh of che -ſſzze, and rhe Meſſenzer. 

B:1c having baniſhc that, ſhe ttraic did finde 

Another pafſton riling in her minde: 

The words and matcer of the S$2/utation, 

Turning amazement into admiration- 

And thus ſhe ſofrly ſaid ; © Ah whatam 

* Poore fimple Maid, that Angels from on high 

** Should come to viſzt me, and come to —_ 

* Such words of comfort from my heavenly King. 

© Ah bleſſed Cod what ſfugred words were theſe! 

* Ho:y doth thedear remembrance of them pleaſe! 

* How glorious on a ſudden ſeems this place! 

© Can fleſh and blood deſerve ſo great a grace ? 

And ſaying thus drew back, as {till diſmaid. 


Which when the Angel nated, he thus ſais. | 
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« Fear not divincſt Virgin. lam ſens 
© Not to bring Tercors to thee, bur Content. 
&« The Favour thou art in with him-above, 
. ** Makes thee a Veſſel nor of wrath, bur /ove, 
&© Know thou, and do afluredly beleeve (ceive 
&« Theſe words of minc., thou ſhale torthwicth con« 
& A Son, and 1tuch a Son, as never Mother 
© Conceiv*d the like,or broght forth inch another. 
*© So great in power, {0 mighty in renown, 
© That the 29ſt High thall claim him for hn awn; 
* For his own Son ſhall loudiy him proclaim: | 
© And FESUS, JESUS ſhalt thou call his Name. 
© A Name above all names. No Ape or Storie 
** Aﬀords a name ot to great grace and glorie. 
* Ar the bare ſound whereof all knees ſhall bowe 
* I; Heaven, and Earth, and inthe Hels belowe. 
* Him fhall the Lord advanceto Davids throne 
* Andin great glery place him thereupon, 
** Not for a few yeers, and ſome odd months ſpace, 
* (As hapnerh unto Kings of mortall Race) _ . 
** Bur for eternity. [is reign ſhall be 
* Aseverlaſting as himſeit: and He 
* In greater power then ever King before 
* Shall reign in Facobs houſe for evermore. 
* A Kingdom of a nature more divine, 
*.'Then thac before poſſefſ'd by Davids line : 
* And ſuch as ſhall trom Eaſtto Welt extend, 
* From Pole to Pole. A Kingdom withour end. 
The joy which ſprang in aged Sarahs minde.. 
_.. Wheneyen againſithe courſe of Wonian-kinde 
DO She 
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' Sheconceiv'd Iſzac; Father Abrahams joy, 
When for a Kam he had repriev'd the Boy, 
Stretch'd on the Altar, and the bloodie knife 
Advanc'd on high to itrike the vein of life: 
Fell ſhorr of this which on theſe words did rite 
In aries breſt, and ſparkled in her eyes. 
Bur wiſely caſting what might be a bar 
Beiween ſo great an happineſle and Hers; 
She thus obje&ed : * I do nothing doubt 
«< Thou blefſed finifter of ms bs out 
« Of Davids Jong-negle&ted Line thall (ſpring 
& The Fews MESSIAH, Iſrael; hop'd-fer King: 
«Yet give me leave tofearl am not the 
© That is defign'd to this Felicity. 
© Tobe the Mother of that Prince, ſo great, ' 
© Thar ſhall poſſeſſe my Father David: Seat : 
* Who neither yet knew man, nor do defire | 
& To feed the flames of any lualtfall Fire; (will, | 
© And though betrothed, would, might 1 have my 
« Preſerve my ſelf a fpotlefſe Virgin itill. 

She figh'd and ſtoprt. The Ange! then replyed, 

< The way tothis is not to be a Bride. 
* Enjoy thy wiſh ; For ever famous be | 
< For thy perpercall Virganitie. 
© Tis not the loyns of Man,from whence ſhall come 
«© The Promiſed Seed, bur from the Virgins Wombe. 
© And God hath thee ordain'd in his intent 
* Of chis great work eo be the Irſtrament. | 
* Art thou diſmaid, and troubled in thy thought | 
* Tofind how this great wonder ſhall be wrought !. 
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« Know that the mighty Power of God moft high 
<« Shall over-ſhadow thee, and fruftific 
& Thy Firgin-womb; out of which bielt increaſe 
&« Shall ifſiie He which is the Prince of Peace. 
«© The holy Ghoſt, the quickning Spirit of Heaven 
& Shall come upon thee; by whom lite is given, 
& And animation to all hmane Secd. 
© Tis he chat quickzeth what the Womb doth breed. 
*Readeſt thou not that in the worlds firft matter 
* The Spirit of God did move upon the water ; 
* And thence produc'd the FYor!4; that in the day 
** When God made Man out of wel-moulded clay, 
© He breath'd into hu face the Spirit of Life | | 
©God was the Husband here, the Farth the Fife, 
* Now what this Idoving, Breathing, was; to thee 
* Thar ſhall this Coming, "wha ror brin be. 
© In which regard che Babe which thou ſhalt bear, 
*© That Holy thing ſhall not be call'd che Heir 
** Of Foſepb, or of Mary; but the Son 
*Of bEver-living God, that Three-in-one. 
* All things are poſſible to God. Hecan 
* As eaſily create a Son'to man 
* Out ofa Yirgin-ſtock, as raiſe up Fruit 
* From an old, ſapleffe, barren, rotten Roor. 
© For proof of which, Elizabeth thy Friend, 
* Thy Friend and Couſer, drawing neer her end, 
2 Her ſtrength being ſpent, the courſe of Nature 
* Six moneths ago conceived of a Son. (done, 
*And be affured, that Bleſſings are in ſtore 
* For thee,as great in weight,in number more. Y 
C 
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He ended, and the Virgiz thus ſubjoyred, 
& Beheld the H-ndmaid of the Lord. I find * 
«& My Soul enlighrned, and my Will hall be 
& In all re! veCts contorm to his Dcree. 
&« Too weak am Itor to cmcezve the Ward, 
« Too vileto bethe Mother of my Lord: 
« Put whatT want in ſtrength = thou diſpenſe 
« Our of thy I rcaſurie of Onnipotence. 
« And what I want in goodnefle, Lord, ſupplie 
« Out of thy Well of G-aces, never drie. 
« Tis thou 2 hich onely canlt this word falfill. 
« Be ;z OLord accordivg to thy will. | 
Which gracious words lhe had no ſooner ſaid, 
Bir ſhe conceiv*d, and grew a other: Maid. 
The Holy Ghoft came on her, avd (he felt © | 
In that Celeſtial warmth fuch comforts dealt, 
Thar ſhe conceived immortall Seed ; and (© 
Bronghr forch her Saviour. See what Faith can do, | 
She = him firlt into her Heart, beleeved;* 
Before ſhe bare him in her Womb, conccived. + 

The work thus tini{}*, & the conference ended, | 
The bleſfſ:d 4: we! back £0 H-av*n alcended: 
Leaving the Virgin ti1!l of joy behind, 
Who kill kepr ail rheſe ſayings in her mind. 
With ſtrong deſires to{ce the ſweer concenic 
Between. redicion and accompliſhment. = 
Then ating down upon her bended knee, 


f 
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<< How happy am I made, how crown'd with blifle, 
** More then wy heart could hope thy >oul durſt rk ! 


And lifting up her eyes ; © Great Gad, ſaith ſhe, l 
How 
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& How high a Grace this day is tome ſhown ; 
& That thou haitthus Eſp xs 4 me for thine own, 
£ Perte&thine own great work; and let norman 
© Come neer totouch me wich pollured haad- 
&þ{ My !oves, O Lord, are fixc on thee alone, 
© How happy I, were [ belov'd of ane: | 
© Bart Lord preſerve me thine 3 and keep me free 
«Even from mans chaitelt impurtanitie. 
She roſe; And now her minde began to run 
Upon El:zzbeths conceived Son; 
Whom ſhe detires co zifct, and impart 
Theic murtua!l ſecre:s to cach others heart; 
To compare bleſſings, and congratulate 
The happy change of their exaired itare. 

And fo wich Fſepbs full and tree conlent 
Accended by a flender train ſhe wen. | 
The journey ſhorc, but yet (though ſhort)too long 
To be concluded in chis pretenc Song. 


The Prayer. 

\ / \ ] E beſeech thee L-rd powre thy grave into our 
hearts, that as we have known CHRIST thy 
SonsIncarnation by the Meſſzge of the Angel 5 ſo by bue 
Crofle 2nd Paſſion we may be brought unto the glory of 


” Reſurre&ion, through the ſame CHAIST our Lord. 
men. 


C CANTO 
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CANTO TIIL: :; 


The Viruin ves from Nazareth, 

To viſit ber Elizabeth. 

She bears of Lacharies ſtrange fate; 
fd fings her own Magniticate. 
Three muneths there ſpent, ſhe goes again 
From the Hilk Countreys tothe Plain. 


| | \/ % 7 Inter was paſt. And now the Sun began | 
0 V Tocrofle the horns of the Celettiall Kam. | 
| Shewing his lov'd facero the teeming Earth, | 
Which on che 1:ght receiv'd new lite, new Bicth. 
 D:aJPlants reviv d,che trees ſhot forth their buds, i 
| Green leaves began to ciothe the naked Woods. 
\ And the nupm d Earch moyſined with quickning ſhowres, 


—_w | 


And cheriſh w*” new warmch produc'd its flowers. ' 

The Vales were ſpread with V zo/ets, and the Hils 
| Coverd with D.z;fies, and wich Daffadils. 

{And unger every Hedge and place of fhade, 

, Were Beds of Prizroſes and Cowſlips made. 

| The Birds, thoſe pretty Choraſters did fing 

(In ſwecteit notes the welcome of the Spring. 

At whole ſoJov'd approach the wanton lambs 
Did frisk and dance tor joy before their Damms? 
All chingsſohaſining towards their perfeCtion, 
That one might ſay *rwas Natures Reſarreftion. 
About this time it was when firſt the Sun 


Had paſt the WV atrie Conſtellation; 
Org 4 And 


F 
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Andentred Artes his firit Houſe of ftrengrh, 
Making th- dayes and nights of equall length: 
That the Arch- A ;gel came to foſephs houſe, 

Wich his glad M-tſage ro the Virgin-Spruſe. 

Which as old Sages had it by Relation 

Was the firit day coo of the Forlds Creation. 

And much about this time it was, chat the 

Who kad folate conceiv*d a D-:tie, 

In her chatt Womb, continued her intent; 

And forwards on her purpos'd journey went. | 
Snall was her crain, bur her proteCion great. 

The Lord was her defence; from whole high ſeat 
Whole CrOOps of Angels were rnitdo-yn to be 

He: Gx.rdizns from affrons. and injurie- 

Bright were the d yes; the sKie fociear and fair, 

. ThatnocaC:.ulippear'd co dark the Aire. 

Nor itiri*d the IS inde, but by ics Breath to yeeld 
To her quick ſenſe the Odour of the Feild, 

The Birds did entertain her with a Song 

In every Thicket as{h: palt along 3 

And ſometimes fo!lowed her with cheerfull notes; 
In a ful) Conſ'rt of harmonious throats. 
With which delights che journey did ſo pleaſe, 
That the walkt muchzfor pleaſure or for eaſe- 

And as ſhe walk'd, ſhe carried ſuch a Grace, 

Such charaGers of zlory in her face; 
Thac the mix: Flocks which on thoſe hils dobr eed, 
Toſee her Beauties did forget tofeed:  _ 


» E S-.CS & 3. ; 


And thewild Beaits which rang'd about the ſame, 


Laid by their native fiercenefle, and grew came. 
| RE ns ET A: he 
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The Earth grew proud to bear he ,and did meet 
Wirh a dumb Joy the bleſſings of her Feet. 
Fr where ſhe trod, the Jeit the place more green 
Then the known Circles of the F ayrie Dueen; 
Thus, ani with tome diſcourſe on thote occaſions, | 
Mingled with Praiers and tacred Meditations; 
She caweat laff, thus guarded and attended, 
Tothe Hill C v-tries where her journey ended. 
In which Hill C.4»trics where the Houſes ſtood 
Di: j.-y.rd, a8 ina Wilde n {le or Wood, 
There dwclt a man cal. d Z u«harie, a Prielt 
O the moſt Hiyh. A man divinely bleſt 
Ja ali rhnic vffis and graces which adorn. 
That holy Fr Gio, and preſerve from ſcorn 
Q: the prophane Rout; the ſacred Coat 
In which {mall {puts ſcape not ſevereſt Ke. 
Bleit man he was in all his courte of lite, 
Moit biett of all in a molt vertnous wife. 
Oae of fo equal} worth ; ſhe ſcemi'd to be 
In diF-rem cithes and drefle, another He. 
B.it: o mel: fl 7 the febt of God and men, Fa, 
Ard bi h {42 innocent, that no known fin 
D-h7d ckeir (ecret thoughts ; Both ſerv'd the Lord + 
In the ſame way ot worſhip. In a word 
Never was known a Juſter man than He, 
Kor wite morepious and devout than She. 

- An happy Pair, whom no crofte jar did ſever; | 
Bo h dearly lov'd, flouriſh'd, grew otd together«  ! 
Ard yer there wanted to compleat their Blifſe, | 
& (For the wocld yeeids no perfe&t happinefle) 


+ 


of 
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The fruit of marriage, Children. God had cloſed 
El:zabethsdead womb. and *twasſupp.ſed 

She was in $zrahs cafe; and well might be 
Almolt in yeers as much paſt hope as ſhe. 


But when all hope was hopeleſle, thea ſhe fonn4 
'S That where man fails, Gucs fren't2 doth molt abrvgd, 


Which being firit by thi Ange 5 month made hnvwn 
Shall (horcly be atcetted by her own- 

No ſooner was the bletled Virgin come 
Within the cthreſho!ds ot the houte, bu: ſome 
Gavenotice to El:;z theth ; who betore 
Had iiv'd conceal'd for tu!] five moneths,an i more. 
Bat now afſoon as ſhe the News did hear 
Of her moſt dear-lov'd ries being theres 
She left hex ſecret lodgings, to attend 
The mee a of ſo near and dear a rriend. 
Who being met by the immaculate Maid, 
She caſt her ſelf into her arms, and ſaid, 
* Hail holy Hatron, whom I } y ro greet 
© In my beſt words and wifhes; more to meet 
*H1 ſuch a bleſt condition, as to bear 
*In this the Winter of thine Age, an Heir. 
*A bleſſed Babe, a Veſſel of Ele&i.m, 
* And ſan&ified even in his firit conception. 
Which words ſhe had no ſooner ſvake, but Io 
The unborn Babe.tttimpg#fe&t Emtryo, 
Leapt in the womb; as if he underftood 
What he was made to be, how great, how good: 
Or had a longing to prevent his Bicth, 
la waiting on his Lord, not yet on carth. 

| CG 3 Fi/izabeth 
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El;zabeth Coon felt it ; and ſhe found 

Her 1elt withall tranſported, and the bounds 

Prefix*d to her acculiom'd thoughts enlarg'd, | 
The H-/y GHOST tell on her. Over- chard (brake, | 
Witch AT great weight and power, ſhe filence [ 
And in a ſacred rapture thus ſhe ſpake. 


Mt blefled, holy Maid art thou 
Above all hve} of thy Sex, 
. Ia ali reſpcas. 
So is the Fruit molt blefſed too 
Which thou within. thy Womb doeſt bear, 
Aid yeer by yeer | 
Shall be an holy celebration 
Of this great wonder of his Incarnation. 


2. 
Ah Lord how doth it cometo paſſe, 
That (ſuch an honour fhould be done 
So mean a one. 
loo vile a wretch am lalas, 
That the dread Mother of my Lord 
Should thus afford 
To come and viſit one ſo poore, _.. 
Andicr her ſacred foot yichin my doore- 


3: 

. No ſooner did thy Salutation 
Make way into my greedie ears; 
| Bur agt appears, 

TheChilde Thavein expeRation, 
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Took notice of the kinde ſalute, 
And though yet mute 
It leapt for joy within my Womb 
That his dread Lord was in his Mother come. 


4. 
Mot bleſt art thou, again ſay I; 
in that thou haſt the word belecved, 
And lo conceived. 
For there is nothing verily | 
Of all which God hath to theeſpoke, 
That ſhall be broke, 
But every thing ſhall be fulfilled 
Which He, concerning thee hath ſaid or willed- 


And here the Spiric ceaſed, and ſhe ſtood mate, 
Till Mary rows'd her wich a new Salute, 
And (aid, *© How blel(t art thou to whom 1s glven 
*© So great a meaſure of the Spirit of Heaven. 
* By which find that thou acquainted art 
*© With my affairs. The ſecrets of my Hearc 
* I purpogd to have powr'd into thy Breit, 
* And lodge them in that place of trait and rett. 
* Burt fince thou knowelt as much of my eltate 
*AsImy ſelf am able to relate ; m 
* Let me defire the truth to undefſtand 
* Of thy condition from thine own dear hand- 
© Uncertain Rumors to mine ears have come, 
<Of the good Zxbaries being ttricken dumb. 
* And every idjc head is apr to vent 
.* His own'bad tenſe upon'the Accident, 
C 4 Whic** 
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* Which makes me crave of thee the full Relation, | 
* Both how ithapned, and on what occaſion. —« | 
An eale tit, El:zabeth replyed, 

A 1mall req telt, coo ſmall co be denyed 

So vieat a Suirer. Let us chen recire 

1ua more private place, and chy deſire 
Shail be fuln}Pd. So hand in hand they went 
With mucali comtort,and exiream contenr 
Ulnro the ſecrer roome, where unrevealed 
E::2aberh had liv'd tolong concealed. 
Wac.c bczns on an ealieday=bed Jaid, 

lhe aged 4/::r92 thus bugan, and fad. 

L know (bleit SouNthou canſt nor chulſe but hear | 
How long tny hambieſt fer vants married WCcre, 
Without the truit of marriage; cill at lalt 
I grew fool, that all our hopes were palt. 

I 1eed not rei] what trequen: Vows we made; 
Nour wich what tervencic and zeal Iprayed, 
Thar Gui wonid graciouſly look down upon me, 


A:d remove this reproach ſo grievous from me. 

Bur ail ſaccefſ-;efle 3 my unhappy womb, 

Be.ns as unfruittall as a dead mans tomb. 

It hapned that my Husband was to go 

Unto che holy Temple, there to do 

S.me office of the Prieſthood, and perform 

Thar part thereof that fe]] unto his turn. 

His }ut it was to itand beforethe Lord, 

Ad in the Temple ON che Altar-board | _ 

To offer Incenſe unto God moſthigh, ad hs | 

Himſelf, alone; nocreagure ſtanding by i | 
| | q 
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To give account of any thing at all, 

Which in that place and ation might befall. 
The people ſtanding intheouter Court 

(The place to which the other Tr:bes reſort) 
There made their prayers,while the rcenſe burned, . 
And there they tarried cil] che Przeft recurned. 
And wait they did indeed, th*impatient throng 
Mutcering, and vexing that he ttaid to long. 
Bur out he came at laſt confus*d, amazed, 
Beretc of ſpeech, and like one frantick, gazed. 
And by the {trangenefſe of his Apparition, 

I: was conceived that he had ſeen ſome Viſzor. 
A!l he could tell them was to let them know 
Thar he could tell chem nothing. Having fo 

By certain {fignes madeknown that he was dumb, 
He prepared all things tor his coming home. 

Bat though he made his wonted ſpeed, and more; 
Till news made greater, and was come before. 

A genera!l mourning ceiz'd on all his friend 

On the ſad News; nor did we put an end 

Toour laments, till he came back: whoſeface 
Carried no c/ozd of ſorrow nor diſgrace. - 
Heſeem®d more cheerfull then before, and eat 
With a more conlitanr appetite his meat. 

He had his ſenſes perfe&, and his hand 
 BypraGtis'd fignes taught us ro underſtand 
Wharhis tongue could not. *Thus in greateſt grief 
© Doth gracious heaven vouchſafe poor men relict. 
Iknow not how, but comero paſſe it did 


Thaton the firſt night which we ſpent in bed 
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Ifelt ſtrange changes in my ſelf: leſle feeding 


Aprnefle co vomit, and the pangs of breeding. 

My breatts and belly did begin to ſwell, 

I long'd for every thing. Short tale to tell, 

I found Thad Conceiv/d. You need not doubt 

Burtthat my joyfull Soale did ſally our 

In fongs of pcaite,for ſo great blefling given 

Tomy dread Lord, the Lord of Earth and Heaven. 

And yet tor tear I might miſtaken be 

I kept my Chamber, and would neither ſec 

Nor ſhew my (elf to any, till I four d | 

More certain {ignes whereon my hopes to ground. 

And now five moneths are patt, ſince I betook 

My feiftothis Retreat ; nor had Ibroke 

My reſolution to have gain'd a Crown,. 

Had nat thy welcome coming brought me duwn-. 
Here ended (he. The Virgin thus begun 

© More happy weomen then we two, the Sun 

c« Sees not in all his race, from the freſh Eat 

Till ke hath drench't his Hories in the Welt. | 

« Qur Jeyes on both fides do abound,though thine 

« Muſt needs fall ſhort, compar'd with thoſe of | 

And thereſhe ſtopt, & groand,as it opprelt (mine- 

With roomuch'weight ; the Spirit in her breaft 

Making away her glories torelarte, 


- And thus ſheſang her own 44 AGNIF ICATE. 


——_ 
My Soule doth magnihe- . 
The Lord moiſtHigh. 
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My Spirit doth rejoyce in God the Word 
| My Saviour and my Lord. 
For he his Hand-maid hath regarded, 
And my Humility rewarded. 
2 
All Generations ſhall 
From henceforth call 
Me, the molt blefſed creature in his fight. 
For God of power and might 
Great things for me hath done; His name 
Be Hallowed alwales for the ſame. 
3 
His Mercy is on them 
That worſhip kim, 
World wichout end. Heftretcheth out his hand, 
And doth the Proud withſtand 
Whom he ſhall ſcatter in all N:tions, 
With all their loud imaginaiions. 


4 
The Mighty from their throne 
He doth put down. | 
But ſhall exalt the meek and humble wight. 
| The Poor is his delight. 
To Whom 81 things he doth diſpence, 


Bur ſends the Rich man emprie thence. 
; Recalling to his minde 
*,* His Mercies kinde 
His ſervant Iſrael he hath viſited. 
Fo. ſohe promiſed 


V— wy 
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Our Father Abraham before, 


And 1o his feed for evermore. | 
By this time ſome atcendants brought them word 
That Zicharie itood ready at the board; 
Who haviny (pent all day in meditation, 
Did now exp<& them at a ſhore Collation. 
So down they went, and me: the good old P. 7eft, 
Who with his hands and eyes advanced, blei 
The holy Virgin firit, and then the meat 
But *twas in 11:znes,nor words: Thelapper neat 
Rather well cook'd then curious; ſuch as ſhew*d 
An hotpttalicy more praisd, then proud. 
The dithes ſolid; and might wel! tuftice 
To pleaſe rhe palar, though nor teed the eyes. 
Pieny ot a!l rhings, but no waſt ; ſuch ſtore - 
As (erv'd the Tabie, an reliev*d the Poore. 
An1 given with good aff:&ion did command 
It {elit enough to Nature and a Friend. 
« A w-ii-pciz*d Bountie, and a fober Feaſt 
« Behitting belt the Tableof a Prieit. 
Noching did want the Table to enrich 
But thac variety &' diſcourſe, with which _ 
The good ofd S;re did uſe toſawce his meat ; 
And make his entertainment more compleat 
Then 3l! his colt and care. © He gives belt cheer 
«& Who fi's the belly, and not ftarvestheear. 
Bat what did want in words, his hand and eye 
In mott figniticant manner did ſupply: 
And all the fignes of joy he made, which might. 
Afﬀord the F zrgmn welcome and delight. 


Nor 


| The Promiſed Sed. 
Nor did the aged AMatron tail cs prefle 
In all her Applications and Adareiie, 
Toſhew how highly ſhe did prize che honour, 
Which in this YVifie was beitow'd upon her, 

Thrice had pale Cynthia chang,'d her tace,the Sun 
Had through a fourth part of the Z. dike ran, 
Wel: chat*d and heated; fince the Yirgin-Spcu' 
Had : or this viſit left old Joſephs houle. 

And this ſhe did upon deugne; thac the 

Might fo avoid his importwnitie 3 | 

Till her (welPd womb no longer to be hid, 

Mightler him (ee ſhe was not for his bed. 

But now El;zabeths time being coming on 

When the great expeQation of a Son - 

Was like to draw much concourſe of her Friends 

She thought ic cime to leave her dear commends 

To her lov'd breſt, and co return again 

From the Hill Countreys ro her native Plain. 

Toſeph, ſhe knew, ſhould the make longer it. y, 

Would be the more impatient of deiay 3 

Whoſe goed 1ffefion wained from deſire, 

It did concern her to preſerve entire. 

Which her intent when firſt of all it came 

Unto the hearing of the aged Dame, (prayers, 

What motives were there uted, what tears, what 

To make that blefſed woman longer theirs. 

Bat when chey ſaw the Reaſons which the had 

Did over-balance the requeſts they made, 

They let her goin peace; and paſs'd their word 

Tolet her know how gracioutly the Lord | 
pf Would 
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Would look upon them, when the time was come 
For the unburchening of the Matrons womb. 

And thus wich many an heavieligh they parted, 
Theold man griev'd; the women broken-hearted; 
B.t here my wearied Muſe craves leave to ſtay 
Betore (he follow chemupon the way. 


The Prayer. 
ATE God by whoſe providence thy ſervant John | 


Bapriit was wonderfully concezved, and ſent to pre= 
pare the way of thy Son our Szvivur, by preaching of Pe- 
nance : make 5 ſo to follye hu doCtrine and holy life, that 
we may truly repent according to hu preaching ; and after 
hn ex :mple conſtantly ſpeak the truth, boldly rebuke wice, 
and patiently ſuffer for the truths fake , through Fejus 
Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


PS > — — 
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CANTO HIIII. 
Poore Joleph 22: 2 great diſmay 
Reſolves to put his wife away. 
The truth being by an Angel ſbern, 
Fle keeps her with him as hu own. 
A Levice zels the birth of John, 


And how old Zachary finds bis tongue. 


(Mori | 
T He Stars had ſpent their light. And now the 
Open'd her Pxrple Gates, and gan r'adorn 


The Heaven-with Roſes, to prepare a;way-. | 


For youthfull Fhebws, Facher or the Day... 


Who | 
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Who firſt awakning from his watry Bed, 


Seeing Arroras viiage bluining red ; 

And thar divine Phebe had refign'd the place 

To him, commands the {witt-wing*d houres apace 
To bridleup his Steeds. What he commands | 
They ttrait perform. And with their nimble hands 
Harneffe tierce Phlegon, and his furious Mates, 
Narit with Ambroſtan fapy divine Acates 3 

And bring them to the Sn. Who takes his ſeat 
Making their fiery-footed hoots to bear 

The known Eccliptich 1ine:and rifing quelPd 

The dawning fogs, and the dark milts ditpell*d. 
Therifing S#z having thus cleer'd the Aire, 

The V'rgin-Spoxſe doth for the way prepare; 
Atrended onelv by her former train, 

Save that old Zachariedid leave obtain, 


For a young Levite, whom he much imploy'd, 


Through the unpeopled woods to be her Guide. 


A grave young man ke was, of chait expreſſion, 
And one that was no ſhame to his Profeffion. 

Soon they wenrzthe Aged pair much grieved 
Of ſodivine a Gueſt ro be bereaved. 

The Sun had now attain'd to ſuch a height 
Asto the known world gave moreday then night; 
And with his fierie beams (o icorchet the Aire, 
Thar Travebters were ſorric*twas ſo fair. 

But where the Virgin paſt, the glad Trees made 
A-Bongrace for her with their gentle ſhade. 
| \ Orellfe a Canopy of Clouds was fecn 


Thang over, like a Curtein drawn between. 
A potdmncaets And 
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And when bath chanc'd ro fail.the freſh wind ſpent 

A breathing gale upon her as ſhe went : 

Refretht with 2 which, be had both time and leiſure 
To view Dame Nacures works,the Countreys trea- 
The hils were diapred with Flowers. The field (ſure. 
Srood thick with Corn ; and promiſed to yeeld 

A wealthy Harvelt. The foll cars bowed down, 
As it they had a zca] to kifle the ground. (Flock 
The Plzzs were cloth'd wich Sheep,whole {ruicfull 
Gave tood and rayment, yer increas'd the Scock. 
Each Hedge-row was an orchard, whoſe rich ftruic 
Pranced by Naturc, made the G ardner mite, 

And filznc'd his Profeſſion. he grown Vines | 
( The Nurtery of molt delicious Wines) | 
Were ready tor the V intage; and did ſhow 
1har they did lefle ro Art then Nature owe. ; 
The Grapes in fwelling Cutters, red and white, 
Peep'd through the green Jeaves w®® ſorare delight | 
And made fo ſweet a mixcare; as would ſtrike 

De' pair in F.zinters to exprefle the like. 

A land in all Commoi1tcies (obleſt, 

That Milkand Honey ſeem'd to leetheleaſt. 

With thete delights they travel''d on the way 
\ Till on the cloting of the ſecond day 

They came in fight ot Nazareth; and "0 | 

Staid Joſeph with ſome friends to meet his Dear. 4 
Whom be glad man did with great joy reccive- | 
And ſorhe Lewite humbly took his leave. 

Now Feoſepb look'd 10 Hon the conſummation. 


, Ox allhis hopes ſolong in expeRation : 
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The time being paſt, which interveend of right 
Betwixt th* Eſpouſals and the Wedding night. 
Ofc did he prefſe ro have'ſome day fet downy 
In which he might injoy her as his own. - - 
which chough ſhe {till pur off wich fain'dprerenſes; 
Yet ſhe commanded both his heart and (eres. 
But when the heats were ſperit of his cold fires, 
And long delay had cool'& his (trong detires ; 
He could adviſedly mark her : and might ſee 
Her Belly bigger then *twas wont to be; - | (pangs 
Her Breaſts more plump'and ſwelld; ſome ſudden 
To ceize herſtomack, and a'frequenc change 
Of countenance, nor uſed. Thele common fignes 
Made him ſuſpe&, © and to ſuſpicious mindes 
 *Weak'proots are ſtrong. But when he:cameto 
Her blood was in the ebb & letccroflow; * (know 
(Which by enguirie he had found) he grew © 
Toa concluſion of the point : and knew * + (fottnd 
By (ach ſure proofes ſhe was with child. 'Which 
He threw himſelfe grovelingepon the ground, 
Tearing hi$haire, lamenting his eſtates -: =: 
And thus bewaild his moſt unhapy Fate, :: 
* Ah pogrold man, too old indecd to place 
* Thy dying flames upon fo: faire a Face; ©: 
* Why did*tthou love at all,or rather why | 
* Did*& thoa permit her from thy warchfull'Eye” 
© S0long'an Abſence. ©'Three moneths time away 
© Fall diet, cafe, freih company each day: / 
*Ioa young woman may be itrong Temprations 
« Comes tltis of Gofſipanigs and Vifumationt? Fa 
D 
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& Ah whoconid think that in ſo ſtrik an houſe 
& As that of Zacharie, there ſhould be looſe 
** Aﬀections fttirring? Is there no place free 
© Where lewd dehres, and hot luits will not be ? 
**Orrather'who could think that one fo chaſte, 
© So.pare as /ary was, ſhould thus ar laſt 
** Forteic her Honour, and return defil'd,. 
* Witbogat a F ather, 1ather,of a Child £ 
* Orwas ittobe layed come? muftI 
** Be made their itale,their hated propertze- 
* Ithfall che time that evcr Iwas born, 
* Thus .in.my gray hairs to.be made a ſcorn. 
© Lord how-my hearts over-charg'd with wo! 
* Al Mary, ary, canlt thou aſe me fo?. 
**Lieethoy canit ; And it.concerns wy fame 
**To naſe quick diligence, and not ownghe name 
* Of Husband to her; ta a blood ſowilde; 
< Without a Father, 4other of aChilde.. . 

;Fhis faid, and ribag from the pallid ground, 
Ke calt himlelf upon his Bed; but found 
The ſame debates, theſame irreſolution, 
And knew:.not what to put in execution- 
He knewy it he againſt her did proceed © 
As an Azuterege;that the. Law decreed. :.... 
No puntthmenc but dearh; and his jult (out, - __ 
Abhotrd.the bare thoughc.of an A ſofonl,_ . 
$9 yoid of mercy, and benigne condition, . 
As to detiroy her on;a meer ſuſpicion. . 
It he-accuſed her as unchaſt, as one - }. -. 
Who awtetroathed that hated deed had done, 


"+ 
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So foule a brarid (he knew) would on her lye, 
That ſtzgnatiz?d ſhe muit both live and dye. 
And he was loath that one fo neer of kin 
Should live defamed for ſo unclean a tn. 
Bar at the la(t his ancient Love took place 
, Of his Juſt anger and unjuſt diſgrace; 
Concluding ro preferye both fame and life, 
Though not to keep her with him as a Wife. 
And ſo reiolv'd infecret wiſe toſend her 
- Back co her Friends, & to their care commend her. 
Thus being vex- in minde, a gencle ſleep 
Fell on his heavy Eye-lids, and did keep 
His ſenſes priſoners, itrongly bound, till chey 
Were looſned at the neer approach of day. 
' Butthough he ſlept faſt bound in chains of night, 
His waking Soul beheld an heavenly light. 
About his Bed fo great a brightneſfſeſhin'd, (blind. 
Thar the Worlds Eye, compar*d with that, was 
And in :his brightneſle (as he lay diſmaid) 
An Angel of the Lord appea*d, and ſaid, 
« 7:ſeph thou Son of David, doeſt thou hear? 
Yes Lord, ſaid he. Then Fofeph do not fear 
* Toreceive Mary thy berroathed wife, - 
by And keep her as the Jewel of thy life. 
pr Thy fears and jealoufies are unjutt; for ſhe 
- Though her Womb ſwell, till keeps her chaſtitie 
- Firm and inviolate; as a Fowntain ſcaled 
- A Spring lockt #uþ, a Garden un-revealed- 
LE Is it, chinkſt thou, a luit to lewd and wilde 
Without 4F atber to conceive a Childe # 
| D 2 Haſt 
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*Haſtthon forgot, or dock thou not belee ve 
© This Text, Bebld 2 V jr: 7in fball conceive. 
« Conſultthe Prophet, thou ſhalctird ir there, 
<B.h1ld a irginſball conceive, and bear, 
& And bear a Sun and they ſhall call hu name 
© JHMANUEL. This( Joſeph) is the ſame 3 
<&< This, thy wite goes with, that Immanuel, | 
© That God with us, of which that Text doth etl. F 
*< He, whom thy Spouſein her chaſt womb doth | 
<« Cals no man Father, tis the Promiſed Sezd. (breed, | 
« The Ever-living God, the Prince of Peace, | 
& Tie mighty Connſcler, Heavens blett increaſe: | 
«© Pegotren by no mortall Secd. This Son | 
& Maſt haveno natural Conception. 
«Iris the Hvly Ghoſts own Aft, who can 
& Ryiije ot of ſtones, Children ro Abraham. 

<< Therfore this Childe, ghen born,do thou receive, 
& As the divinett bleſling Heaven can give ; 
«And FESUS ſhal: thou call his Name. For he} 
& Shall rake away the Worlds iniquitie, : 
«& And ſavehis people from their fins.* Lis day, 
* And Imult hence. Give faith to that I ſay. 

The Ange! gone; Foſeph halt-fleeping ſaid, 

&« Moſt blefled Lord thy will (hall " obeyed. 
« How happy night, how happy place is chis, 
© Partakerz of fo rareſo grear a vlifle. "Y 
© But of all morcall men the happieſt I, | 
*'Tobeinfirutted thus from Go God on high | 
© By whom from Heayen an Angel ay" been ſent,! 


os To turn me from my fond and raſh. —_ 
ich, 
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Which ſaid, and fully wakened, he ganriſe,' 
And offering up a double Sacriiice 
Of praier and praiſes; He to /1ary goes 
And doth to her the nights ſaccelle diſcloſe. 
To which thus ſhe. «© Dear friend I could have told 
&« All this before, durſt L have bin ſo bold 
« As todiſcloſe Heavens ſecrets; or had gneli'd 
' <Iſhould finde credit in thy zealous breaſt. 
© Bur ſince the Lord moſt high hath now revealed 
© That which no longer was to be concealcd 3 
* Let us ſo meet in purer flames that He 
*«May have the glory of our Chaftitie ; 
* And yet this Bleſſed Bebe incur no ſhame, 
. * In being called by no Fathers name. 
Zoſeph agrecd, and felt more holy fires 
Inflame his breaſt ; his Canified deiires 
Were bent on ſearch of a diviner love 
Then that before, and fixt themſelves above: 
And though his love to Mary till remain'd 
' Yet was the ſeat and obje&of itchang'd 
Gods Image in her ſoule, he now doth place 
His loves upon, not ADA in her face. 
Ic chanc'd that ſhortly atrer this Accor, 
As they diſcour{d of theſc high. m «cer 55 word 
Was by an hand-maid tothe Virgin brought, 
That the good Levitedid atcend without: 
He who train'd op by Zzcbary, was made 
His Steward, and Truſtee of all he had. 
The Virgin full of pregnant hopesrohezr 
Some Joy full newes from thoſeihe heia fo deare ; ' 
' D 3 Ocnt 
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vent for kim in. Right welcome was the man, 

And having made due Reverence, thus began. 

** My Patron Zacharie and his vertuous wite 

** Wiſh all the comforts of an happy life 

** To this blelt houſe. By their expreſſe command 

* Lam here come to let you underttand (done, 
E What mighty things the Lord for them hath 

- Since the produCtion of their promiſed Son. (ſure 

© His Birth had noching ſtrange, cxcept the plea- 
. By the. good Matrox fhewn, exceeded mealure. 

'* Yet that not ſtrange, if for ſo great a grace 

** Joy more then uſuall lightned in her tace. 

I The eight day being come, and great proviſion 

- Of all things readie for the Circumciſion. (trieuds, 

_ Great concourſe was from ſeveral: parts, of 

Z Coming, as oft it haps, tor (everall ends. 

y Some to attend the Ceremonie, ſome 

Fi Did co congratulate the Parents come. 

— Molt to behold the Mother and the Childe; 

. Concerning whom the Countrey had been bIPd |. 
by With ſtrange and different Reports; bur all | 
© Toſolemnize that joytull Feſtivall. | 
* The Minilter wich all things ready ſtood, 

* His knife, his clouts, the Bafin for the blood, 

* And having aske them what the name (ſhould be, 

© Some of the Friends made anſwer, Zacharie, 

* His Fathers name: And ſoit had been done 

*© Had not the Mother cryed, it mutt be F O MN. 

"* ( The Aged Matron 1n this nomination 

:* Being guided (as it proved) by inſpiration. Et 
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<< But againſt that was this obje&ion framed 
© That none of all the Kindred was ſo named. _ © 
© Intine it was agreed Vacquaint the Father, 
* And to his pleaſure ro refer the matter 3 
** Whotook the Writing-Tables, and there-on _ 
* Writ without pauſe or ſtay, Hi name 1 JOHN. 
* Art this the Companie much wond: ed; more 
* When they perceiv'd him who feem'd dumb be- 
© To itrain and offer at Come words: bur moſt (tore 
«© When he full-filled wich the Holy Ghoſt, 
* Chanted his BENEDICTUS to the Lord 
© In a Prophetick ſtrain. Which word for word 
«<Exemplitvd'by his own hands, he ſends 
© By megpreſented with his dear commend s. 
Which ſaid, the rwritren Tables he preſents - 
To Fsfephs hands, who thus read the Contents. 
The Song of Zacharie. | 
L any Lord che mighty God of. Facobs ſecd 
For evermore be blelt and praiſed, 
For-them hehath redeem'd and vilited, 
And untous an Horn is rais'd 
Of ſaving health, of iirength divine, - 
Our of his Servant Davids line. 


2. 
By all the holy Prophets hath he rol4 
Which hath been fincethe world began; 
That hewould ſend and freeus from the hold 
Of wicked and malicious men. © 
And fromthe hands of thoſe, whoſe hate . * 
Will never, towards us, abate. ; 5h 
BI D 4 That 
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Z- 
That ſo he might perform the Mercies kinde, 
Which toour i athers promiſed were; 
And with his holy Cevenant, call to minde 
The Oach which He was pleasd to fwear 
To Abraham; that he wonld beſtow 
Some fignall gift on us cranads 


4 
Which was, that we delivered from the hands 


Of all our deadly Enemies, 
Mighc, without fear, obey all his commands, 
And worlhip him in godly wiſe. 
And be, as in our deedsupright, 
So, pure and holy in his fight. 


" | 
And Cp my Babe, a Prophet Mall men call 
Of the moſt High, for thou ſhalt go 
Betore thy Saviour, wa thy Lord, and all 
His wayes betoreprepare: that fo 
Mans neer {a} vation may be ſhown, 
And Pardon of his fins made known: 


6, 

This hath Gods tender merey for us Wrought, 
- By which the Day-fring from on high | 

Is cometo vilitus: and light hath Ro. | | 
Tothem that doin «py 1 lye;. | 

And ſhades of death'; and'by chatlight | 

' In waycs of Peace to gakde ourFeet.. ,_ | 


* 


 The-: 
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The Hymne thus read did Joſeph much commend, 
Bart more the Virgin, knowing to what end | 
It pointed molt; and that her blefſed'Son 
Was the chief bx+tben of the Song, not foþn. 

Into her hands ſhe takes the Tables, and 
Defires the Lev3te chey might underſtand 
What elſe pertain'd to Zacharie ; For ſhe 
Conceiv'd a great part of the Hiltorie 
Was yet behinde; That ſoit was indeed 
\. The Leviteſaid, and. thus he did proceed. 


& Great was the joy of all his Friends;though none 


« Might with th'old Matrons hold compariſon, 
*© Who with her tongue, hands, eyes, & every part 
«© Expreſt the high contentments of her hearr. 
© Bur greateſt joyes and wonders have their end. 
 <Andſo had theſe. Which being patt, the Friends 
** With joynt conſent requeſted him to tell 
©< What in the holy Temple had betell, 
* And how he was ltrooke dumb. Iam, ſaid he, 
*' Too much obliged toyour humanitie, 
** To make denyall. Tis a ſullen Feaſt 
**Whenſuch a favour is deny'd the Ghell. 
**Solifting up his hands,.and giving glory 
* To God on high, hethus began the ſtory. 

* As Idid ſtand (faith, he) before the Lord 
* And offered Incenſe on the Altar-board ; 
* Aglorious beam of Majeſtie divine, 
« Filtdall the place, and did about me ſhine. 
* My1ſpirits faild me, and my troubled fighc 
© Was dazeled, and grew dark by too much a? 

AC 
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<& AtlatImighr perceive an Angel ſtand + 

& Cloſe by the Altar, nere mineown righthand. 

«< Naked he was, his fleſh as pure did thew 

©< A; untouch'c Lilies ; or the new-fafn Snow. 

< His haire hung down in curles of Gold, his face 
< Aperfe& Magazin of every Grace. _ 

© In which unpattern'd ſweetnefle feem'd to ftrive” 
« Wich zjeſtie, for the Prerogative. | 

© A tace (0 mixt, of ſo ſweet a beaurie, 

< Asdid at once command borh love and duty. 

= His lips more red the Corrall ; and his Eyes 
<Ca® flames like lightning darted from the ſkies. 
«The Feathers of his wings outflew the wind 
<D}yck*d from the Phenix or lome bird of 11d: 

fe Which fhew'd like burniſh: Go1d, moſt rich moſt faire 
< With which well-poizd he hovered in the Aire. 
C The Virgins colour chang'd: atthis Relation, 
Which he not noting followed his Nzrration.) 

& This glorious ſhape when he ob{erv'd my fear, 

< Said, Zxchary be not afraid, draw neare. | 
< Thy prayers are heard; thy wite ſhall bear a ſon | 
< Jn her old pe, and thou ſhalt call him JOHN. | 
= Mach joy & gladnefle ſhalr thoa have'on Earth, 
©. Tarthefe lalt daies of thine : and athis birth | 
< Shall many Jews reJoyce wich unfain'd heart , 
&< Whom from their fins toGod he ſhall convert. 
<Great ſhall he be in Gods eſteem, by whom 

= The H:/ Ghoft hall in his Mothers womb 
<Begiven unto him- And:do thou take heed 


<He drink no wines, nor drinks which do onxceen 
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© In heat or ſtrength. Aſwell the power, as ſpirit ' 
<« Of great El:j2þ fhall the Child inheric. 

« Andin that power and (pirit ſhall he go 

& Pefore the Lord, make plain his waies, and (0 

© Prepare the ſouls of mortall men to take 
c« Celeſtiall feed into their breaſts;and make 
© Theſon conform unco his tathers will 
& And diſobedient hearts with wiſdome hill. 

« All rhis (ſaid he) Lheard,bur ſo dilmaid, 
© I durlt not credir what the Ange! ſaid. 
& But aſkt, how I might be affur'd, the Word 
© Which ſounded in nry eares,came from the Lord; 
* My doubts were ſtronger then my taith : Icold 
_ © That both my (elf & wife were now grown old, 
© Paſt hope of Children; Idehtir'd ro know 
* His name: ſaid he(halfe moved) it fhall be fo 
* My fellow Angels do me G zbrjel call. 
Art this, the Virgin let the Tales tall, 
And tuddenly cried out, Tis He, tis He, 
The very ſame which did appeare to me. 
I finde by the deſcription is the ſame, 
How'glad am Ithar I have found his name. 
For though my mind, and all my ſenſes were 
Diſtrafted and amaz'd twixc hope and fear, 
Yer didI weil obſerve his form, and take 
+ wars CaraCter of him as heſpake. 

'Vhich ſaid, and half-abafſh'd at what was done, 
She held her peace. The Levite thus went on. 
* My name is Gabriel did the Angelſay, 

* Iftand before Gods preſence nightend day, 


And 
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© And amſent hither by the heavenly King 
"© This joyfull tydings to thy houſe to bring. 
* Which fince thou doſt not credit, thou ſhalt ſee 
"© A miracle to confirm it. Henceforth be 
"© Dumb as a Fiſh, as ſpeechleſſe as a itone, 
"© And ſpeak no moretill all theſe things be done. 
* This {aid, he vanilt'd, and I ſtood confounded 
* At my own unbelief, and doubly wounded 
* With loſfſe and ſhame. What litrennts befell 
** Asa thing known, there is no need to tel!. 
* Bat ſareIam that every word he ſpoke 
*© Shall be fulfilFd. Gods Word is never broke. 
Here the good Father ended; and the Gheit 
With thanks to God and him, began the Fealt, 
The ſtory pleag'd the happy pair, but-moſt 
The Virgin-wife; with whom no word was loft 
In all the Narrative. For ſtill ſhe found 
Her b1:fſed Babe to be the (cope and ground 
Of all Fobzs glories ;z whoſe preceding Birth, 
Serv'd bur to be his huiſher on the Earth. 
The gentle Levite being kindly feaſted 
Hombly took leave, and to = Woodlands hafed. 
With —_ Ifinde a great defiretogo, 
But that my tyr'd AZu/e will not have it (0. 
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The Prayer. 


Lmighty God, give us grace that we may caif away 

the works of darkneſſe, and put upon 19 the Armour 
of light, now inthe time of this mortall life, (in which thy 
Som JESUS CHRIST came to viſit ws in great bhumi- 
litie) that in the laſt day when he ſhall come again in his 
glorious majeſtie ts Judge vth the quick anda the dead, we 
may riſe to the life 1mmortall, throuzh him who liveth and 
reigneth with thee and the holy Ghoſt. Amen. 


—. 


CHRIST born; the heavenly Angels fing 
A Chriltwaſfſe Carol to their King. | 
The Shepherds do to Beth'lem go, 
And there they Caroll it al7. 
They blaze the News; the Babe ſo famed 
Is circumcis'd, and .]J ESUS named. 


T Ow had the F/7zters ſharper breath begun 

| To over-powre thelow-declining Sun ; 
Toglaze the Lakes and chryſtalize the Floods, 

And periwig with Ryme the Bald-pate Woods. 

The ſcatter'd houſes in the Fields did ſhow 

Like Rocks of ice, or mountains made of Snow, i 

Linder the Artich-Circle : and within 

Sate the poore houſhold, holding every Chin 

Over two ſticks acroſle, with more delire 

To blow their nails off, then blow out the Fire. 
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The benumm'd Earth had ſhewn her ragged face; 


Had not this white veil covered her diſgrace : 
| And into hercold mb receiv'd again, 
\ The flowers and plants which beautifi'd the Plain. 
© Or if chat Borews did abate his rage, 
' And his moſt bitter blaſts, awhile aſſwage: 
/. Then entred After, with his hair all wer, 
\ His Beard with mitts, his Brows with clouds beſet. 
 } His boſome full of ſhewers, his Wings ef rain, 


| Which ſqueez'd by bis black hands pc wi'd down amain. 
:; | And did reduce the world co its firſt matter, 
= Covering the Earths dark face with mud $& warer. 
And chongh fz#dea boalt a milder Clime, 
Then chis cv/d North; yet there the Winter-time 
Is ſenſible, as here, co young and old. 
& The purelt Airc admics the ſharpeſt cold. 
From the firſt day of her Annuntiation 
The irgintound by certain Calculation 
Thar chcice three Moons had vaniſh'd ont of fight, 
And thrice threetimes renewed their borrowed 
And now thetime drew neer,ſhe was to be :(light- 
(Bleſt Soul) disburthened of a Dezrze. 
- Inallchis time wich Joſephdid ſhe live 
With as much plenty as that houſe could give. 
Eſteem'd his Fife, becauſe they liv d together: 
But look'd ON by him as an Heavenly treaſure, 
Which he approach'd nor, but wich ſuch reſpe&s 
As did befit the wonder of her Sex. ET 
And in this time they joyntly did prepare —— 
Things ft and decent tor the Birth. No care F F 
| Eo Di 


Pid want on her part, norno colt on his, 
For the reception of ſo high a bliſle; 
Which his eltate could bear. What (crv*d for pride 
And pomp, they had nor, orelfe layd ahide. 
Yet thoſe proviſions though bur plain and mean 
Snperfluous prov'd. God pleas d to charge the Scene 
Ot chis great Action, and therewith to grace 
An m#nreveaFa but predeſtinated Place. 
For as they did of thele Attairs confer, 
A Publican, a Tribute-gatherer 
Entred the roome, and tendred them a Bz# 
In which ewas written © chat it was the will 
& Of great Auzzufus whom the Earth obeyed, 
 *A penerall tax ſhould on the world belayed: 
« © And that all Perſons of each Sex,which were 

« Within the age of Tribuce, ſhould repair 
*< Totheir Head-City, or their Hdother-Town, 
* And there the rated Poli-moneypay down. 
They both receiv'd the Summons, and not flow 
To yeeld obedience, towards Bethlemgo; 
Bethlehem the Town of David, of whole houſe 
Both. 7oſeph was, and his chaſt Virgin: Spouſe. 

he ways not paſſable, ac belt not fair, 
And no great comfort in a Winter-aire. 
And though no doubt, a #omaz in ber caſe, 
Had been diſpenc'd with, both for time and place 
Yet ſuch a mighty power within her wrought, 
So ſkrong a ſpirit iwaid, that ſhe was brought 
. Fo go the journey with ſo fixt a minde; 

&s by no means ſhe would beleft behinde. —_ 
= O 
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Moſt Mighty God, tiow I admire thy waies, 
How would my ſoul thy power, thy wiſdom praiſe: 
Who by ſuch ſtrange mearics doeſt effe& thy will, 
And all [thy ſecret purpoſes fullhll. 
By thee this great aftaire thus ordered was 

To bring the holy ProphetF word ro paſle, 

That out of Beth/em, Davids Town, (ſhould ſpring 
The worlds Mefſizh, Iſraels promiſed King. 

To Bethlehemthey are come,burt there they inde, 
Worſe entertainment then the waies and winde. 
Scarce had herrod on the appointed ground 
Pur by ſure ſignes and pregnant proofes fhe found 
That her pure Y ;rgin-wonb did preſſe to be 
Wirh ſpeed, disburthened of Divinity. 
Bur ſuch was her hard Fate, thar all - Town. 
Wonld nor vouchſiafe a place to lay ic down. 

The Innes were taken up, and every roome 
Or fil Pd, or kept for berter Ghelts ro come. 
And though poor fuſeph ſpar'd no paines buthad 
Made the belt halt he could, his luck was b ad 
From every houſe the ankvar till was one, mo 
They would have better Gheſts,or elſe havenone- | 
«© Nothing ſcemes viler toa wordlings Eyes, 
< Then richelt vertue in a poor diſguize. 
Atlength an -ancienc Bepger told him this, 
-* In yonder Suburb toward th' Eaſt, there is- 
* A Cavern'under ground, of purpoſe made 
« In Summer heates to yeeld the Cattell ſhade: © © | 
© A place wherewe poor creaturesſometimes ye 
&« In theſe cold times of colder Charity. _ 

% 
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«© But *ewill this night be free, in hope wemay 
_ © Fijther find Pirie,or elſe meet ſome Prey (hicner, 
*In that great ſwarm of people which come 
& For love or fear, t attend great Ceſars pleaſure. 
And fo they parted. Full of high concent 
The Virgin was, and to the Cave they went. 
Vnhappy Betblemztes, can you afford 
No better welcome to your Supreme Lord? 
Did he come down from Heaven, and thall he have 
No roome on earth, but under th Earth, a Cave ? 
Are David and his Ads ſo ſoon fore-done? 
Noplacein Davids Town for Bavids ſonne? 
Bur O blett Gave, how famous ſhalt thoa be 
In the Records of all Polteritie ? 
How glorious art thou made by.this reſort ? 
&* It is the Prince his preſence makes the Court. 
Intothe Cave they entred, and there found 

An Oxe, an Aſſe, unto the anger bound. 
Poor company God wot, in ſuch a caſe, 
Bur ſuch as well enough beſeem'd the place. 
Creatures of greater ſence and better mind 
Then thoſe whom in the Town they lefc befrinde. 
Theſe Ray their Mdisfter, and wich reverence meet ; 
Did cat themſelyes before him at his feet. 
For ſcarce chey had that komely houſe pofleſt 
When the pure V:rgin-wife, for ever blelit | 
Withaue the throwes of Child birth or the grone 
If a rack'd womb, brought forth her oriely Son. 

H:awife the needed none, there came none ins 
For there could be no Cxrſe where was no m_ | 
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Eves pun? fhment had noplace here. Nofears 

Ot paine purſved this birth, no cauſe of teares. 

A Benjamin this was, no child of woe 3. - 

Who if ( as orher infants'ufe ro do) 

Ar his firit enrrance in the world he cried, 

Twas to'berwai'e their fins For whom he dyed. 

Good God, whar Joyes were there in Hiebven above | 

Vpon the bir thofrhis vreat God of love. | 

How did the Angels h atten from the skles; 

To borrow new light from his glorious Eyes. 

With what affeftion did they kifle each limb, 

How did they {trive'who firſt ſhould worſhip him. 

All itrived, and with reverence meet ador'd: * 

This firſt begorten Son of G:4, the Lord. 

Sv did they pratie Cod for him,and ſobleſt him 

His Mother hardly could have leave to kifſe him- 

Whoſe ttirn being come, with what Ce/eſtiall fires 

Offered tie for this fonne of her defires 

The Sacrifice of Pr. yer and Praiſe co Heaven,” : = 

Ly whom this Babe was got, this Son was given. 

With what range raptures did ſhe view tis Face, 

Kiſſe him, and'then admireecach (everall Frz a 

Wirth wh at.devortion did fhe by him ſtag” 

And naile her lips unto his Sacred hand. 

Ah Bleſſed 27a:d of all thy Sex molt bleſt, 

Never was mortall wich ſuth joyes "Nh: * 

Which lince to tel},fo far exceed*s my kt | 

Better be lilent then not do thee right. © | 
Who when ſhe found that al which ſhe could do | 


Gave but an hungrie ſatisfaQion to Her 
x er : 
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Her greedy ſoul ; and that the more hc gazed 
Vpon his tace the more ſhe was amazed ; 
he caſ'd_ the Fewel/up. Someſhiitſhe made 
Out of that lender ward-robe that ſhe had 
Few clouts to fic, with which ſhe did him {wadlez 
And made the Manger ſerve him fora Cradle, _ 
Where having lodg'd him, down ſhe talt's & prar'd 
And in a ſacred rapture thus ſhe ſaid. 
* Haile the worlds wonder ; heaven earth is one 
« Both of a mortall, but begor of nones 
* A Babe which cannor {peake, and yet the Word, 
* In form a Servant, but in power the Lord. 
** The Sor of man, yer calle(t no man Father, 
** Not God, nor man, but God and man together, 
* Which co the Simple, Wiſdmgivett, and yet 
** Art counted Fo2/iſhneſſe by men of V7: 
** Welcome,O welcome thou Etcrnall Babe, 
* Thco the Yrld which ficlt by thee was made. 
'* Ah blefſed God how wondrous arethy waics. 
"* How gladly would my ſoul ſer forth thy praiſe. 
Which whofſo hopes,though bur in part expreſſe> 
* The Tongees of men and Angels muſt poſlefle. 
-** Which 1aid, the roſe, yer could not go away) 
Till ſhe had kiffd the Manger where he lay. 
Nor maſt poor Foſeph be deny*'d his part - 
In this great joy , who lifted up his heart i, 
And leſt che Lord for all that had been dotie, 
In ſending co the world his onely Sonne. 
P'was.now about thetimewhen daies clrer light 
Was totally withdcawn from mortall fight 
E 2 Inſteed 
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Inficed whereot, in ugly ſolitude 
Night with his mantle which is dark and rude - 
Had cover'd ali the. Hemiſphere about 

ac lamps or Joves high houſe were half burnt out. 
And the great Anarch of the ſhades did keepe 

-Thecyes of men tai bound in chaines of fleep. 

Gaely fore carctull Sheepherds were awake, 

| Who of their Flocks by night the charge did take; | 
Ard toſpin out the tedious honres, did hold 
Diſcou; fe together,ſuch as Shepherds could. 
Whey {ſuddenly , Behold a glorious light 
Turn'd night today,and madethe day ſeem night.. ; 
Heaven opened,& chere ſhin'd ſo bright a beam, 
Of divine glory, that it overcame 
Tir affrighted Srepher ds; who in great diſmay 
Fell on the ground and tremblcd as they lay. 
When lo, an Azge/ of the Lord appear'd, 
And.itretching ouc his gracioas hands, uprear d 
The znore then hal{dead man; and thus he ſaid, 
© Draw nerer gentle Shepher\ls, be not fraied. 
*-I bring you tidings of great joy from Heaven 
* To yeua Chi.d is born, a Son is glyen- 
* Toyou and to all people doIbring © ( King) 
© Glad newes ;A Savin, CHRIST, the Lord and 4 
**Is this diy born. See you not. yonder Town? _ 
**Yon Beth!chem*In a Seable under grouud 
*© There you ſhall find him in a Zanger laied, - 
*Andin courſe clours of lincn meanly raied- 
«© An obſcure Palace, and an homely Weed . 
**Forſuch a Prince; but'ris the Promiſed ſeed, : 


; 
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& Tis the /efiab. Shepherds haſte away, 
*r And ſee the joyfull wonders of this day. 

No ſooner had the holy Ange! ended, 
But millions of the heavenly Hoſt deſcended, 
In form ſo glorious, and in Robes ſo bright 
As caus'd at once amazement. and delight. 
Who in an heavenly conſort Joyn d, did ling 
A ſacred Anthem to their Lord and King. 
Which afterwards abroad che Shepherds blazed, 
As one calPd Cephas had thus paraphraſed. = 

I 


Glorie be 10 God on high, 
The Father of an infinite Majefiie 
The ſame likewiſe be done 
Toththonourable true, and onely Son. 
Like laud and praiſe we do reter 
Unto the holy Ghoſt che Comforter. . 
To God the Cherzbims do cric, 
And Serephims continually, 
Thrice Holy thou, O Lord of Holts, 
Ot might, of power, and-glorie moft. -. 


lt. Mo. & «_s A a. «aS_ as. 
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2. 
Peace be upon the Earth, BY 
On this Immanuels, on this ir God: birth. 
For in this new-born Child, 
Shall God toman be wholly reconcild. 
' See, warsin all the world do ceaſe, 
To make way for this bleſſed Prince of Peace. 
Of glory he is King alone; 
 ThePFathers everlaſting Son. ,; 
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In chains of love he men ſhall binde, - 
And make them of one heart, one minde. 


Good will be rd men, 
Whom God redeems, not from cold L, yons den 
| __ Notfor their meric nor for treaſure, 
But onely of his own. good will and pleaſure. 
And this Good will He doth pertorm, | 
in tWInfanc long ſince promis'd, newly born. 
Whotodeliver man its come, 
And abhorr'd not the Virgins \ Womb. Py 
And going hence ſhall leave us tiillt 
A Teſtament of this Good will. 


1 hus did the heavenly hoſts their Caroll end, 
Ar:d with a great ſhout back to Heaven aſcend. | 
Which ſeen, the Shepherds cheer'd up one another, | 
And thus they ſaid. © It firs us not to ſmorher | 
* The joyfull news w® we this night have heard- | 
«© Never hath Angel of the Lord appear'd, 
&© But all his As iy to beinroll'd. 

& In leaves of brafſe, and charaGtrs of gold. 

&« Bur let us firſt to Berh'lem ga, and cake | 

* Fall view of thoſe things, which the Ange! ſpake- 
To chis they all agreed, and now are gone 
Half way to Bethlehem; when thus ſaid one; . | 
&« Qur fellow Cephos is a jo)ly Swain, | 
© Can ling the beſt of any on the Plaing _ .. © 
&* And hath good choicetoo : let us him intreat }; 
© When we a there, ſome Caro!) corepeat; + cs j 
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© Some one of thoſe which Father Seth did fing, 

< When in diſguize he once receivid our King. 

Said Cephas, gladly ſhall I yeeld unto 

So fair a motion, and ſhall therein do 

My ſelf mach honour. You could h:rdly name 

An happinefle at which I more (ſhould aime-. 

So on they went, not {lacking ſpeed nor pace 

Untill they came.to theexpefted place. - 

Inco the Cave they entred, where they found 

The Virgin-Mother proitrate on the ground, 

Emptying her ſoul co God 3 old F»fepb by; 

With eyes calt down, and hands litt up vn high. 

The new: born Babe was in the Mangcr laid, 

(Wrapt in his linnens) as the Angel ſaid. 

And,which they moſt of all admird to lee, * 

The Ox and Afſe upon their bended knee, 

Adoring the new-birth. The Shepherds mark 

Theſe ſeverall paſtures; thopgh the place was dark: 

There ſeeming a refulgent light to riſe | 

Our of the ſplendor of the Infants eyes. , 
Which ſeen,thus Cephar. © Health and joy,faid he 

* Befrom theLord to this ſmall Familic. 

* Commanded by an 4zge!; we are come 

* To ſee this new-bornÞabe, Gods onely-Son. 

* Of whom ttrange matters have to us been told, 

* Which when you pleaſe to hear, we ſha'l unfold. 

And logking back, Come: fellow Swains, be ſaid, 

” You now {hall haverhe pang, my promite made 

* Binds me ro ling; dg.yd1 ſupply the Exire 

* And beax rhe byrdey; mare! not delire. 


_—_— 
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Which fad, his G/ttern heuncas'd, and than 
i arniag tis voice thereto, he thus began. 


I. 
VV Hat light is that breaks forth the skies 
| So long before the morning Star. 
Which makes it noon before the Sun doth riſe; 
; And doth his-glories dart fo far. | 

See; ig not Pan the Shepherds King, 
Of whom our ſacred Poets ſing. 

Ebo. Tis he, 'tis he, the true God Pan, 

_ © Chief Shepherd of the Soul of man: 


þ | 
How high an honour's to us done, 
Thar the great Maſter of the ſheep 
Heavens bleſt increaſe,theuntouch'd womans Son, - 
Vouchſafes in Shepherds coart to fleep. 
 Tocloth himſelf in our vile weed, © 
And with poore Swains his Flocks to feed. 
Cho; Welcome, more welcome Shepherds King, 
'  Thenthe ficlt Lamb, or cacly Spring. 


Strew a)! the ground on which he goes 
 Wich Violets and Cowſlips ſweet; 
Let every place he creads on ſpring a Roſe; 
| And makea water for his feet 
Made of the ſpirits of April ſhowers 
Mixt with the Juyce of July-F lexers. 
Cho: For this, O this, is great God Pan, 
Chief Shepherd of the Soul of Man, 
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Thus ended they their Chriſimer Song. Which 
The Vrgin-Mother looking on her Son, (done, 
As if frem him fhe rook her whole dire&ion, : 
Return'd them thanks for their (o great affeQion: 
And much defird that Cephas would relate 
Such pafſages concerning their eltate 
As from the Angelthey had heard that. night; 
And ſo mix prot with their firſt delight. 
The Shepherd was not coy, but kindly yeelds, 
And tels of all that hapned in the Fields + 
Which as to her hetruly did impart, 


 Sowithlike faith ſhe laid ic in her heart. 


Theſe offices pertorni'd, they might eſpie 

That a freſh bluſh had beaucifi'd the skie, 

And night grown weary 6f ir {cii, given way 

To Phoſphorus to miher in the day. el 

Which ſeen, with ſouls replete wich joy and mirch 

They went away the gladeſt menon Earth. 

Into the Town they went, and there declard _ 

The wondrous things which cheyhad (cen & heard. 

How the firſt Angel look'd, and what he ſaid; 

The heavenly Mufick by th*whole Conſort made: 

What they had met with in the Cave; the Childe 

How meanly clad, wich what a grace it ſmil'd. 

Ot moſt ſweet looks, yet carrying in the face - / 

Terror with ſweerneffe, Majeſtic with grace. 

And having ſpread theſe joyfull news abroad, . 

Home they recurn'd, praifing the Lord their God. 
Moſtjoyfull news indeed, but entertain'd 

Rather with wonder then withjoy unfain'd. 
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And yet that-wondring of ſo fhort a date, . 
That it took cold even in the greatelt heat. : : 
Mauch talk there was about ic tag. Each tongue 
Spent on that ſtock. The nuvle had jyffered. wrong 


Had it not ferv'd for Tablertalkat leaſt 
And ſav'd a Diſp, yet lengthened out the Feaft. 
Towards the Stable doore, or Cave, walk' ſome, 
And there perhaps might ſee what had. been done. 
And having ſeen, were edited no more 

Now by their E yes, then by their Eres before. 
None laid it to their hearts, or did conceive 

It was a point concern'd them to beleiye, 

Or build an hope upon it. And ſo fait 

The very noiſe decrea{'d ; that at the laſt 

The Newes which flowed ſo itrongly ac tull tide 
After a nine daies wonder, ebb'd and died, 

But leaving here theſe unbeleiving Fers, 
Tortheir ſtiffe incredulity, my ſe 

Maſt haſten back to the exalted Stable, 
Thereto attend my Saviour in the Cradle. 

Seven times the Sun had beautified the Earch 
With its reſplendent Beames, fince this new Birth | 
Had more adorn'd it by a light divine. | 
And now the Eight day did begin to ſhine. 

When Foſeph by the Virgin was delird 
ToCircamciſe the Babe, as Law requir'd: 
This Sacramentrequir'd no Prie# ; the Rite 
Was, for the Miniſter, indefinite. 
t And who more ht then foſeph, to diſcharge 
' "An Officewhich the Law had left at large: 


; 
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Thrice happy Feſepb, it at leaſt twerethou - E 
That ma@'it thy blefled Saviour feeLand know 
The bondage of the Law, and thereby ſec 

What blood it did require to ſet men free. 
Thrice happy hand, by which he firſt began 

To be obedient to the Law for man. 

An AQ of high concernment, of great weight 

In the repair of Mans degai'd eſtate; -- - 

Yet ated with ſo lictle pomp, fo done 

As if 'twere neither Gods nor Foſeph's Son. 

No Feaſt there was to folemnize the day. 

The place unfit, their beſt friends far away; 

And thoſe of Beth/chem of. ſuch rugged brelts, 
That cl'Ox and Afe hadbeen the lovelier 2nefts. 
As tor the Name, that was refolv'd in Heaven, 
And-norice of it by.xwo Axzyels given; 

Two glorious God-F athers, who did proclaim, 
That FESUS, FESUS wastobehis Name: 
In due obedience to whofe þigb Commiſſion ; 
They nanvd him FESUS art his Circumciſion. 
A blefſed Namc,but of a more heavenly nature, 
A Saviour ſounas more ſmaeet then a Creator. 

Moſt blefled FESUS, at thy Name I bow 

The knees both of my Soul and Bodie too. 

Thou ſaveſt Soul and Body both, and ſhalc 

Both Soul and Body in duetime exalt 

To blifle immortall : and ſhalt therefore have 
The bended knees of both, who both doelt fave 
O bleſſed FESUS, what an ardent flame 
Warms my affeRions to excoll thy Name. 


Big 
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But ſfincet*exprefle it as of right is due, 

Few words are none, and many are bug few. 
I ſhall not ſtrive theſe G-aces to reherſe, 
Which muſt be done in wonder, nor in yerſe. 


Reſt therefore here my A4#ſe, reſt here awhile, 
And fit thy ſelf for a more tedious toyl. 
Borrow the ornings wings ; for after reft, 
I have a journey for thee to the Ezft. 


| The Prayer. 


A Lnigbty God which haft given #9 thy onely begotten 

; Son to take our Nature won him, and to be barn of + 
a pure. Virgin ; grant that we being regenerate and 
made thy children by Adoption and Grace, may daily be 

renewed by thy holy Spirit : And as thou made$t the ſame 
thy moſt bleſſed Son to be circumciſed, and obedient to 
the Law for man; ſo grant us the true Circumciſion of 
the Spirit, that our hearts and all owr members being mor- 
tified from all worldly and carnalt luſts, may in all things 
obey thy bleſſed will through the ſame thy Son JESUS 

CHRIST our Lord. Amen. 


CANTO 
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A Star appearing in the Eaft | 
Conducts the Wiſe- men to the Welt. 
' They Herod ſee, with hw conſent 
Adorethe Babe, their gitts. preſent. 
TheV irgin-Mother purihied ; 
Simeon and Anna prophecied. 


Ace Eaſtward where the morning Sun doth riſe 
An happy and a fruitfull Land therelies ; 
In all things (urfeicing,which may delighc 
A covetous and carnall apperite. 
There dofull ſtreams of Milk and Ne&ar flowe, 
From the high Oke honey fals down belowe. 
Each ſhrub drops Frankincenſe, in every Green 
Are odoriferous beds of Spices ſeen. 
Nor can one find a Groves may not be 
Some barks & gums more worth then all the Tree. 
Small labour ſervestotill the fertile ſoy]; 
Tis Autzme onely is thetime of toyl: - (Wain, 
Vhen the tir'd Plou ohmar cracks his wearied 
By loading and re-loading it again- . (beary 
Both flowers and plants the undreſs'd ground doth 
 Tiseither Spring, or Harveſt alwayes there. 
And yet the greateſt wealth lyes moſt within, . 
The richeſt beauties in the parts unſeen. 
For when the labouring man turns up the mould, 
If he dis deep, he finds lefle Earth then Gold. 
Toſpeakitin a word, let this ſuffice, 
It was next neighbour unto P aradiſe. 


» 
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An happy land, yet happiet in her Kings 

Then Mines ot Gold, or the perpetuall ſprings; 

Their Princes there were men'of mighty parts, 

Skilld in the Lanprayes, and liberall Arts. 
Men ſtudicd in deep wayes, and ſuch as made 

The mzracles of Nature, but a trade: 

Such as conſulted with the Heavens, and there 

Could tell what Stars belong'd to every Spkerez 

And of each"Stafr the name and motion knew 

Which God firſt made;And who could look for new 

But ſo'it chanc'd, that when they leaſt did look 

To find new matterin ſo onld x Book ; 

They might perceive a flaming light to riſe, 
Which never had;rill then, adorrrd che 68 

A light in beauric and in brighrneſle, far 

Paſling theJultre of the fairett Scar. 

And which amaz'd them mof./ic did not move 
Circular-wife, or like che relt above : 

Forneither d' di it follow the Firtf over, 

Nor like a 1/eteor in the Aire did over 3 6] 

Bur ſtood ſtill fixe, and wirh its radiant face, 
Pointed direRly to one certain place. - ' | 
This found, chey rake their Inftiziments in hand, 

And upon long tearch cameto fmderttand 

Thar this created Scar, this new gtcat bgticy * 

Look'd ar the Ciry of the Febſtre.: | my 

And that amongſt choſe of the Jewiſh Nation, , 

Some wondrous change was now in agitation,. 

Full of defire to know the fall contents, 


They take their Books, and leave their wr 
uc 
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4 Much pains they took, taurn'd over many a line 


I 
| 


In Zwoaſter, Hermes the Divine, 

Fannes and Famores $KIILd in M agick lore 

And Atlwwchat protound Aftronomer : 

Burt all in vain. Ac laſtthey catt theireyes 

Upon the Bor:k of Balaams Prophecies. ( made 
In which, though much-defac'd with age, they 

A ſhift to read a Prophecte, which (aid. - 


In Facobs houſe a Star (hall rite, 
And therewithall a Scepter ſpring 
Oar of the Stock of 1/rael.. 
The feed of 410ab he (hall quell, 
Over the Nations rule as King, 
-And vanquitlh all his Enemies. 
=, ; (ground,. 
Ripghtglad were they when they had got this: 
On which a Jud4zement by their Artto found, 
Concluding'thart this King muſt now be born, 
Whoall chefe glorious ations ſhould perform. - 
And thar this Star did-both proclaim) this Birth, 
And pointed to his Palace on the Earth. _ - 
Ir thefe-conjeftures happy- Yet their minde 
Was RF uhfatiefd, not can they finde 
A way todolve their doubts, unlefle they go 
Into Jzdea, the full trith'to know. © 
And go they will, ſome of the Chiefs ar-leaft' | 
To makedifcoyery, ant#'inform the-reft; -. 
To ſee this tiew-born King to 1/rael giyens | 
Whoſe birth by ſuch Qrangemedas wasſhewnfrom __—_— 
nd. 
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And to preſent.him with - precious ſweets, 

Wherein their Countrie al! the world excced's. 

A ſtrange Reſolve,but coriftantly purſued 

By men Tal Power, with greatekt parts endifed. 

And yet no Curioſity, no vaine. 

Deſire moved hereto ſhew their pomp ant trainej 

Nor did itfrom the depth's of State-craft ſpring, 

Tobecome gracious with the Infant King. 

No. Ic was Gods own doing to inſpire 

Their knowing brelts with ſach a {trong defire ; 

Twas he incited them tonndertake | 

This tedious journey, for his dear ſons ſake. - 

That by this meanes his I itles might be ſhown; 

Firitto the ems, then tothe world made Known- 
Guided by this good Spzrit on they went, 

The end propoſ'd giving ſuch rich content, 

As ſweerned and endear'd both cold and wind 

And all extreams which they were like to find. 

Put one great comfort they injoyed ;.the Star 

Marching betore them as their Harbinger. | 

I [ball forbeartonamethe Rocks and Mountains, 

The Woods & Deſarts,the deep Lakes & Founteins, 

Which they paſt by, and conquered on the way 3 

And bring them to the place without delay, - | 

From whence HIERY SALEXthey £7 ire deſcrie 

Giving a gallant Profpe&totheeye. -, _. 


A City built on hils,incompaſfd round : 
Wich high raifd Walls, & trenches moſt aa 
And on thoſe Hils ſo many ftately Towers, 


Such Princely Palaces, and curious Bowers. ... 
Expoſe 
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Expoſe themſelves to the ObſpeRators fight, 
As hill the raviſh*c {enics wich delight. 
There on fv:#mt Sion, ſtar ds the ancient (eat 
Ot Princely Dav:d and his line, a great 
And goodly ſtructure, which no curious eye 
Could charge with want of grace or M1/eltie. 
And on anotber riling ground there hind 
King Herods new built Palace, whoſe proud mind 
Diſdeignd theold Sear Royal, as a place 
Which ſmelc roo ſtrongly of che Fewifþ Race. 
And for himſelf had rail'd this glorious peece 
In which the pride of R»me,and wits ot Greece 
Met and conſulted how each ſeyerall parc 
Might bediſpured between Coſt and Arc. 
Houſes of lefler note they look'd noton 
Nor on the Palace buiit by Solzmon 
For the Egyptian Princeffe, his loved Queen, 
Thought gallant piles, and worthy tobe ſeen. . 
Nor could they on the Temple fix, or itay. 
Their ſtrong deſires had ſobeguil'd che way) 
Thatunawars,and half againti cheir will 
They were comecloſe to che next Eaſtern Hill 
On which the City ltood ; and as the San 
Clof*d up the Evening, was their Journey done, 

No ſooner had they entred, and refreſht 
Their wearied Limbes which long expe&ed reſt, 
But preſently they made inqutiric, where. , .: 
Ofthis new King they might ſome tydings hear- 
** Where is, ſay they, Hethar is newly born 
» King of the fews, whole Temples do adorn 

J 
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*© The Crown he wears,and ſbal advance his name 
* Unto che highelt pinacle of fame. (on high, 
<\Whoſc birth hath been proclain'd from heaven 
© By a new Star appearing in the skie : 

* Which in the Latl firlt fhew?*d his glorious Ray, 
*& Since march\'d before us to dire@&rthe ways 

© Andletr us nor antill we came in ken 

* Of this great City of Jeruſalem. 

** Acquaint us where He is, that we may ſee 

* This T1fant-Monarch, who by Heavens decree 

** Shall rajerhis Nation, and extend his power 
©From the Welt Ocean ro the Eaſtern ſhore. 

* Say, tell us where he is, that we may go 

© And worſhip him. Tis that we come to do. (pains, 
* Whotrom the parts far Eaſt, have took thoſe 

* Quely to worſhip him, and home again. 

Theſe words oft ſounding ir. their ears,amaz'd 
Tiincredulous Jews, who on each other gaz'd 
With dorrbrfull eyes ; and knew not what toſay, 
Whether *twere Czym or Apocryph.. 

Dll, heavie fouls, ſotorn cwixrt hope and fear, 
They durlt not credit what they long d to hear. 
But amongſt thoſe'df Herods fa &ion Sew 
A mighty.ctamour; who, {hou!d this prove true, 
Maſt Ioofetheir King,aud with him that command 
Which chgy had gor upon that conquer'd Jand. 
Nor could they reit til] they to Herod brought 
This dreadfall news: and ſo on him they wrought, 
That *twas reſolv'd , the Iofant once been found 
To bury all his Glories in the ground, 4 Th 
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The next care was to find him out; but that 
Prov'd not a point of any long debate. | 
For when the Chief Prieſt & the Scribes commanded 
Teattend on Herod, were by him demanded NI 
What happy placethat was, which ſhould be bleſt 
With the AZefſizhs birch; both Scribe and Prieſt 
Made anſwer, Bethlem. Bethlem was the place 
By God predeftin d to ſo great a grace. 
Now did che Tyrant think himſelt ſecure 
From his fear'd Rzvall; bur to make all ſure 
The Magz multbedealt wirh to advance 
The lewd defigne by their intelligence. 
So calily thought thoſe of Herods Schooly, - 
To cheat theic God,and make theſe Wiſe-men fools. 
The projet pleaſ'd. Herod in private wile 
- Invites them tothe Court; thei. enterprize 
He cunningly inquir'd into, the day | | 
Of the Stars firit appearing, ask'd ; which they 
Inform'd him cruly in: affurd of this, | 
* Man couldnot-curſe where God refoly'd toblefle. 
Then Herod chus. © Purſue your brave intent 
« Ye mighty 2ges of the Orient, 
« To Bethlem go, uſe all your wiſelt care 
* To find the Babe, of whom ſuch wonders are 
&* Foretold you inthe Book of Heaven; and when 
* Your with fucceeds, return to me agen, | 
” ThacT may goand worſhip him ; and do 
© My homage to this great Meſſizh too. 
So ſaid theholy Fox; and ſayingſo, 
Gavethem his Royal Poſſe, and lerthemgo. - © - 
F 2 Mach 
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Much joyed the #;ſemen in the Kings proteftion; 
Bur more that they had gaind fo good direftion, 
| Tofindtheplacetor wcb. their hearts were bound: 
© Things otten times unſought are ſooneſt found. 
So on they went with joy, the paines' but ſmall, 
The fourney ſhort, not pali {1x miles in all. 
Yer Icft roo ſiridt a ſearch might chanceto bring 
Some nntear'd danger to.the Infant King ; 
Pcho!d the Srzr,which had withdrawn his light 
Fer {ome daies paltappear'd againe inſight 
And in a ſtrait and perpengicalarline, - 
Over the place where.che Babe lays did fbine. 
As aged NOAH tefſ'd on the watrie maine | 
Ven he perceiv'd the Dove return againe, 
Bringing an O/ive lexfe,and knew thereby 
The warcis were aflwag:d,the land grown dre 3 
Laid by thoie tears which did his ſoul annoy, 
And Cacrific'd ro God the Lord for joy : 
So in their ſouls did theſe reJoyce, when they. 
Pcheld their Gzide before them on the-way- 
For now they knew that God their work did bleſle, 
And crown the ation with defird ſucceſle. 
Without enquirie or more noyſe they went 
Intathe,place to which-the Star did point. 
And there they found the Virgin ever bles, 2! 
Sucklin? 4. tender Infant at her breliz .-; 
And tinging with contentment full ang high, . 
A Pſalmot Davids.tor a Lullaby. oc 
Which ſeen the Magi proſtrate onthe ground. - 


Ador qd the Infant —_—_—_ in 1 whom they tound ; 
More 
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More fignes of glory flamin g from his eyes, 
Then all the Stars poctended from the sKies. 
No ſooner was this done, bur licait they finde 
An holier {pirit working on their minde; 
Which quickly made a pafiage to their tongue, 
And found a vent in this hacmonious Song. 
| 1, 
S is the Breath of nzorning Flowers 
Perfum d with early ſhowers, 
Ot Violets in their priine, 
— Or Ryes pluck'd berime:. 

Bruiſed Spices, or the blooming Thyme, 
Such, but, more ſweetnefle ſhall pertame 
The words which from chy lips doth come. 

2, 

More beautie haſt thou in thy Face 
Then Pabes of mortall race. 
More brightnefle in thine eyes 
Then inthe ftarrie skies, 

Or morning Sun when it doth riſe. 
And yet (o terrible withall, 

Thar. thy proud Foes before thee fall. 


All other Princes at thy feet 
With fear and reverence meet, 
Shall throw themſelves before 
Thy footſtool ; and adore. | 
Thy throne ſhall and for evermore. 
And thou ſhalt reign from Welt to Ealt 
Aslong as Sun and Moon do laſt. 
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4. 


The kings of Tarfh;ſband the Iſfes 
 Tothee fhall bring their ſpoils. 
A Crown thy head fhall hold: 
Of given Arabia gold. 
And in thy dayes it ſhall be told, 
That hils and mountains do bring peace, 
And righteouſnefſe doth ſtill increaſe. 


[They endcd; and as coming frem a trance 

Stood mute awhile, admiring at the chance 

Which had befaln. Theh making their addrefle 

Unto the Virgin, they to her exprefſe 

Both who they were,and why they cameo far; 

Of the firſt light they borrowed from the Srar; 

Which hapned in fer»ſalem, and all II 

That in the Court of Herod did befall. 

The Virgin hearkned unto the Relation, 

Whether with greater joy, or admiration, 

Is hard totell. And having heard the whole, 

Sappreſt her ſpeech, and prais'd God in herſoul 

For all thoſe prodigies of goodnefile fhown 

To her dear Son, now publiſt'd for his'owns. 

T-> Jews and Gentiles, publiſh'd in the fight 

Of men and Angels, and the ſtars of light. 

Mean times the pious ag; buſted are 

In pow7ing ourt their treaſures, to prepare | 

A Prefenc for the Infant- King, when they | 

- As Tributaries purpogd toobey. | 

TNO2 4c | W hich | 
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Which having fitted, on their bended knee 
Humbly adoring ſo great maJeltie, 
Each to his ſacred hands bis gitrs preſents 
Each one the {ame Gold, NMirrhe,and Frankincenſe; 
The Frankincenſe as toa God they gave 
Who was the Incenſe of their prayers to have. 
Gold they gave to him as a King; anc X7irrhe 
As Man, to bit him for his Sepulcher. 
A preſent ſtrangely mingled; and which ſhewed 
With how divine a Soul they were endued. 

And now the Magi having teen and done 
What they deſfir'd, prepar'd tor going home : 
Firſt giving an account of what they tound 
To Herod, as by word and promile bound. 
When lo, as firſt they cle{'d their flumbring eyes, 
When firange and incoherent Phztaſics 
'Gin to invade thebrain; and circling round 
The Brows, with new Chimers do abound: (mand 
A voice from Heaven was heard, which gave com- 
* That they direAly crave!l to the Land {(Courr 
*From whence they eame that to the Tyrants 
* They ſhould not go, nor (catterthe report 
** Touching the place in which re Infant lay, 
* When Herod prattis'd how to make away. (came, 
Rowz'd with this voice, and wondring whence it 
They compar'd notes, and fonnd it no vain dream; 
But that th'ecernall Providence h ad given 
This admonicion from the Court of Heaven, 
For the preſerving of the B.be, whoſe life 
They had berray*delfe tothe Tyrants knife : 

F 4 
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_ Soſhak d they off their fleep; nor longer ſtard 

Theſe devout P:lgrims. Ard ſuch F-alt they made 

T avoid t{urprizal), that before *twas day 

They found themſelycs wel onwards on their ways 

And in good time came home in ſafety. Tel] 

Whar they d'd there who can. And fo farewell 

Ye þft fruirs of the Gentiles, the toundation 

Of CHR:ST revea.*d 2nd preach'd among the Nations, 
And now the Virgin mothers time was come 

To purifie her ſelf, preſent her Son; 

Oc offer, in exchange to God above 

Two Pigeons, Or a Paire of Turtle Doves. 

This Rite the Law required ; the yeelds conſent ; 

And to Hierzſzlem with joy they went ; 

A City of great wealth, of beauties more. 

And though ſhe never had been there before, 

Yer gaz'd ſhe not upon the Cities face 

Bar to the Temple bend her {pecdy pace. 

Which when twas firit 6bje&ed to her eye 

It ſeem d ſofall of grace and Majeſtie, 

That ſhe not knowing how the work to prize, 

Ovencd her heart to God, 1nd ſhut her eyes. 

A itar<iier Fabrick did no Ave afford, 

Bur all too mean (thoaght ſhe ) for ſuch a Lord. 

The ſtones ſu ſmoothly hew.d, foevenly laid, 

Ac<cſhewd the Maſon had ouc-done his trade; 

Of larcedimentions,and advanc'd ſo high, 

That the proud Twrrets ſeem*d torouch the skie ; 

But all wick Gold ſo over-laid, that none 

Was ablc to affirm *ewas built of Store. 


The | 
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The Galleries which compalſ'd it about 
Wick all advantages of colt ſet out, 
Weretothe fight moſt glorious to behold 
Studded with 5zlver, and emboſt with Go/2, 
EnchaCd with precioxs ftones,which every where 
Did through che Gold, as through a veil appear. 
Yet a diſcerning eye was troubled moſt 

To fee the workmanſhip exceed the coſt. 

Vpon this holy ——_—_ no Valgar feet 

Did uſe to tread. The Prief's and People meet 

For divine Offces in ſeverall Com: 25, 

Which girt it round : and unto theſe reforcs 

The Virgin-Mother, with a {trong deſire 

Todo what MOSES and the Law require. 

It chanc'd that as ſhe was at her oblation, 
Attending On her Frfi-bornes Preſentation ; 
SIMEON came by, (who hath not Simeon known) 
A righteous man, and of a faire renown; 
One that fear'd God, in him confided moſt, 
And was fallfilled wich the Holy-Gh#. 

To this juſt man ir had revealed been 

| Thar dye he ſhould not, till his eyes had ſeen 
CHRIST in thefleth, the Lords anointed Son. 
And now by Gods dire&ion was he come 

Into the Temple ; where, he paſſing by 

Did on the Babe caſt a regardfull eye. 

Whom when he ſaw ſofull of heavenly grace, 

Such beams of glorie lightning in his face: 

He took him in his armes, and bleſt the Lord 

Whote vid Simeon had perform'd his word- 


And 
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And lifting up to Heaven both hands and eyes, 
He ſung his NUNC DIMITTIS in this wile. 


I. 
Ocdlet thy Servant now depart 
In peace, according 'to thy Word. 
For I have ſeen how good thou art; 
And theſalvation of rhe Lord, 
Is tro my ſenſes made (oplain 
That I both ſee and feel the fame. 


2. | 
This faving healch prepar'd hath He 
Before all Nations, in their fighr ; 
That to the Gerti/es it might be 
A Lantern, a conducting light. 
A glorie which doth all excell 
Unto his people 1/-2el. 


Here ending, helet fall again his cye, 
And ſeeing borh the parencs (ſtanding by, 
H- bleſtthem both; And to the Adother ſaid, - 
< That her young Babezthat Infznt,fhould be made | 
& A ſtumbling block to many, but ro more | 
« Acauſe of riſing higher then before : 

&< That he ſhould be reviled and defamed, _ 
* His perſon flighted, and his do&rine blamed; 

£ The {ſenſe whereof ſhould more affli& her heart, 
& Then if pierc'd thorow with a ſword or dart. . 
< But bid her be of courage, and be ſure BA 


© His fame and faith for ever ſhould endure, 


No 
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| . Noſooner was the good old S:z7e97: gone, 

| But ANNA theold Prophetefſe comes on. 

| Awomanold to miracle, of life 

Religious and devout 3 ſeven yeers a Wite 

For Raefeore yeers and foure ſhe had remain d 

In fate'of Widowhodd, and leave obtain'd 

Within thofe Goxrzs to make her fixt abode, 

Where night and day ſhe ferv'd the Lord her God. 

She coming in, and noting what was done, 

Prais?d God the Lord, and ſpake to every one 

Who from their God Redemption did expe&, 

Thar this was CHRIST, th'Arnomted, Gods ele. 
Joſeph and Mary much admir'd to hear 

And ſee the wonders which had hapned there, 

Concerning the young Babe; but Mary moſt (loſt: 

With whom, no word which had been ſpoke, was. 

All was layd up, and treaſur'd in her heart, 

But now the time call'd on them to depart. 

And having done all which the Law required, 

They recurn'd back to Bethlem. There they hircd 

An houſe for preſent ufe; and meant toltay 

Till both the Babe grew ſtronger, and the way 

Morefitfor travell. Bat no habitation 

Could Beth!em give them long. A Revelation 

Came from the Lord which haſtned them away 

To a far Countrey; where without delay 

My 24ſe would bring then, and together go; 

Had ſhe not other work in hand to do. 


The 
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The Prayer. 

Lmighty God, which by the leading of a Star, didft 

manifeſt thine onely begotten Sm to the Gentiles; 

mercifully grant that we which kzow thee now by faith, 

may after this life have the fruition of thy glorioms God- 

head. And to this end grant moſt graciows Gd, that as 

the ſame thy enely begotten Son ras in the ſubſtance of our 

- fleſhpreſented to thee in the Temple; ſo we may be pre- 

ſented to thee in pure and clexr minds by JESUS 
CHRIST thy So:z ozr moſt bleſſed Saviour. Amen. 


A — — ——— — A 


— A» 
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CANTO VILI. 
O1d Belzebub doth Herod temper 
1o make away th: Innocent. 
Joſeph bz G»4 fore-warrd, exiPd 
Kimſelf in Agypt with the Child. 
ThiInnocents ftaughter'd 5 Herods death, 
They return back to Nazareth. 


| TR in the deeps of Nights eternall ſhade 


—_— ——_ 


/ 
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There is a dungeon fall of horrour made 
Forthoſe unhappy ſouls, who from Vertue fall, 
| And wilfully their looſe affe&ions thrall 
To wicked and unlawfull luſts. Nolighe 
S1Incs inthis Vault; tis everlaſting Night, 
' Unlefſe perhaps ſome twilight glimpſe appear 
. From Lakes sf fire and brimtone flaming there. 
No wozces heard, but the complaint and crie 


(Of ſuch as alway dying never dyec- 
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| No Myfick, but the tune of Lamentation, 

Gnaſhing of Teeth, howling and execration. 
No Company, but of tormenting Fiend 
* Asblack and horrid as the place, whoſe end 
- Is without end, and ail the mean cime ſpent 

In ſuffering or inflicting punifhmenr. = 
Into this deep, this bortomlefle Asyſſe 
This Hell of darkneſle and continuall milts 
This Hoxſe of torments, LY CIFER and all 
His evill Angels from the Heavens did tall. 
There do they dwell for ever, and from thence 
Send out their ſpies to bring Intell;gence 
The devill will nor fall alone ; his aime 
Is to involve all mankinde in the ſame 
Deſtru&ion with him; and he ſped fo well 
That all the ſtock of man in Adam fell. 
Bur fearing leſt poor mortalls might recover 
' Theirloſt integritie ; bis Spirits hover 
. About them night and day, and fill their mind 
With ſtrong Temptations,lalis of every kinde. | 
In all Aſſcmblies,in all parts they be, 
Noplace eſcapes, the Temple is not tree. 
And as they looſe or gain, ſwitt word they bring 
Of all ſuccefle ro their infernall King, 

So did'it chancethat ſome of this damn'd crew 
Who Up and down about the Temple flew, 
Took notes of every thing was ſaid or done, 
, Ia the preſenting of poor 4ar;es Son. 
| And poſting with thenews to Satavs Court , 
Came at the time, as others made report 
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Of the Fiſemer, and the great noyſe they made, 

The fears of Herod, the tuccefle chey had; 

And of all points a full accompr they gave 

Even untothat which hapned in the Cave. 

Who having done ; the others leave beſought 

Torell whatnewes they from the Temple brought. 

Ar this the turious Tyrant thrice did ſhake 

His black and horrid Curles, cach haire a ſnake. 

Fire ſparkled in his flaming eyes, a.ſmoake 

Our of his helliſh mouth and noltrils'broke. 

And roar'd ſo loud that all the Fiends did fear 

The dreadfull day of doome was drawing neer- 

«Tis fo(laid he)Iſee my reigne is done 

* Vnlefle weule tome quitk prevention. 

*'This Brat of whom you ſpeake is doubtlefle He; | 

© The great Meſſiah, who by heavens decree 

« Shall cruſh this Kingdome ; Tis the Promiſed ſeed | 

©: Defign'd to break this never-conquer'd blead. | 

© Bat are decrees of heaven ſo fixt tor ever | 

* Asto admit nochanges ? can they never + | 

< Be fruſtrate or rever('d ?in all our traine i 

«<ls thereno Fiend of more then common brain ? | 

None tha: can finde a way toſave this Crown, y 
| 


To crofſe heavens pleaſure, and confirme our own? 
Here ftop'c old Be/z:x5, and ftar'd about. 

FxpeRing which of all this diligent rout 

Cculd give beſt Counſell. Ar laft up ſtarts he 

Whoin times long before was ſentto be | 

An Evil ſpirit in the heart of Sarl 

A ſpitefull and malicious Fezrd, in all 


The Pack was none more bloody, nor which knew 

More waies, mens hands in murders to embrue, 

* Said he,Great Princelet me have leaveto go 

* To Herods Palace,[le poficfle him fo, 

*'That withour long delay,he ſhall deſtroy 

© This hared Brat, this ſo much dreaded Boy. 

*© T'was D:vidchen whoſe blood Saul ſought to 

* And Herod now ſha]l Davids Ifue kill. ( ſpill, 

The offer plead, and hehad leave to trie 

His utmoſt powers. The Devill poſt doth flie 

To Herods Palace,whom he finds aſleep _ 

Buried in Wine. No carefull choughts did keepe 

His eyes from ſlumber, nor his minde from reſt. 

He had forgot whar fears his troubled breaſt 

Had entertain'd, when late he heard the newes 

That a young King was born unto the Fes. 

The 242g; came nor back, and that he rook 

Fora ſirong evidence that thoſe men oth* Book 

Had heen miſtaken in their Art; © the Szars 

** Being too cunning for Aftrelogers: 

And finding now their errour for pure ſhame 

Declin'd the Court, and went the way they came. 

 Flatering himſelf with theſe imaginations, | 

| Hisfears arelaid aſide, his recreations 

Reſum'd again, and all contentments flow 

Which a laxacious Court could giveorſhow- 
In this eſtate tie ſpirit found him, laid 

Vpon his Beds of caſe, and thus he ſaid. 

* Dull,drowzie, man, is this a time for ſleepe; 

.* Fox wine and pleaſures, what weak man would keepe 


No 
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e No better watch upon himſelf, and hear 

_ © A Rwalltohis ſcepterlives ſo neer. 

& I ink not beeauſeir is a Child pretends 

« to thy Dominions, that he hath no friends, 

& Nonethat will raiſe a partie, and prepare 

« In times of doubrtu]] peace for certain war? 
& Art thoo the man that thorow ſo mach blood 
«© Hait waded to the Throne, that haſt withitood 
& All dartsof envy ; and ro gaine the place 

« Hatt rooted ont the accabean race. 

« Could not thy Prince Hyrca»5 ſcape thy band 
< By whoſe meer grace and goodnefle, thou didit 
«The ſhock of the proud Sanh-drin.Art thou (itand 
< The man that mad'it compaſſionate nature bow 
& Toriy ſecurity ; and for point of State 

< Hiatt excerci{'a thy jealouſtes and hate 

« Onchine ambicious ſons; it cannot be 

* Herod thoald fleep thus, or that thou art he. 

£* Awake dull fou], and with all ſpeed prevent 

© Thy certain ruine. Wiſe men nere repent 


0: loit advantages. V.eall thy ſpeed, 


& Theblow fali's :nort which fai's ro do the deed. 3 


<& [ oft art thou, if thou long this Rivall brooke 3 


« Thy Fare ſtandsthus;lirike now,or elſe be ftrook. | 
| 


This ſaid he breath'd into his furious breſt 

His ancient fears and jealouites, unreſt | 
Of minde;, impatience of delay, debate, 

Thirſt of revenge, blind rage, and mortall kate. 
And having thus poſſeit the Tyrants heart, 


I.caves him unto himſelf to aft his patt. 


/ 41 


Herod | 
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Herod awakes, and thinking on the Viſion, 
Thanks his good Genizs for the admonition. 
Condemnes his former coldnefle, and ad mires 
How he became ſo du!l in his Atfaics. 

He now could call to mind that prudent fear 
The Magi put him in, when they were there. 
Nor thinks that they return'd not back for ſhame; 
But worſe affe&ed to him then they came; 
Part of the plot perhaps. And then he rages 
To be thus tool.l by theſe pretend :d 5 22es- 


| Yetrohis comfort he could call ro minde 


Thetime when firſt char dreadfull Comet lhin'd, 
Which did declarethe young Childs bicch.By that 
He had the berter hopes to ſpeed the Brat; 
And yetnot make his vengeance ſtrike too far, 
Beyond the time precended by che Star. 
Thar he would frce himſelt from this diltraftion, 
He was reſolv'd; and now he isfor ation. 
50 up he riſeth, and gives ſirift command 
For an whole troop of ſpears to be at hand 
For ſuch affairs, as he ſhould chem dire&; 
And fignes a Warrant unto this effe&: | 
* That theyſhauJd make ſtri& ſearch in cvery houſe 
*© Ot Bethlem and the Villages there-aboutsz 
* And without fear or picie cut in ſunder 
< Every malechilde of two yeers old and under. 
Which done, the Tyrant having eag'd his brelt 
Of his main fears, ſetcleth again to reſt. 

Mean while th Almighty from aboverhe skie 
Upon the Earth bends | ane his gracious eyc- FRET” 
n 
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And ſees the cruel! Souldiers ready bent 
To execute their craell Lords intent. 
Which ſecn, he calis the Angel/to come neer 
Who once before to Joſeph did appear ; 
Gave hia his charge, and bid him haſte away : 
It was a oulinefſe would brook no delay. 
With ſo great {pecd doth the good Angel flie, 
That lefle then in the twinkling of an eye 
He itood by F-ſephs bed; who void of fear 
& (We of fear Jealt when danger is moſt neer ) 
Had layd him down to flleep. No caretull thought 
Perplexc his minde, or any tumulc wroyght | 
U.,on his wearicd lenie. The Axzge/ broke 
That calime awhile. and thusto him he ſpoke. 
& 7-ſeph, thou ſon of David, hail, the Lord 
« Ot heaven & earth, to whoſe commanding-word 
& Thou didlt to cheerfully ſubmit, whenT 
© Brought my lati Meſſage to thee from on high: 
® Bids thee ariſe; and take thy reputed Son, 
«Thy Pizzin-rife; and alt together run | 
& With as much tpeed,as thy weak limbs will bear 
* Uncorhe land of E7ypt; and ttay there 
* Ti}]} God commands thee back. For Foſeph know 
*Hercis no longer tarrying tor thee now. 
*« The cruell Tyrant Herod fecks the life E 
* Of the young Babe; Prevent the Batchers knife. 
* To Egypt, Fofeph; make no longer fiay 

© >Tis Gods command, and ſeethat thou obey- 
 Faſeph awakened, doth ro Mary go 
And ina great diliraQtion lets hec know 3.4 

| "What .: 


4 


_— — — ” w "©. . 


The Pronifect Sev. PX: 
What was commanded bythe Lord, whoſe will 
He for hisparrt was ready cofuth!'. * 
No doubt was to be made of hers. And fo 
Thar very night they toward's Aigypt go; 
Taking fitch private wayes as feetw'd them beſt, 
That without danger they mighrſafely ret 
Their wearied limbs.Such place they hardly found 
Till they ſee foor apan Egyptian ground. 
To which wich more defire and haſte they fled 
Then Tj-ae! made when thence delivered. 
Strangealteracion, fee how' Facobs Szed 
Haſte to the Jail from whence they had beenfreed. 
A tedious journey for a tender Child 
In that ſharp time. Andyec the Inf.me filed 
As if he ſcorn'd the danger, and would reach 


His Parents to contemne the Tyrants reach. _ 
Yetif ſometimes he did imparient grow, * 
Or would not ſl:ep, when they would have it fo, 
Or cryed (as Children wit take leave tocrie). 
The Virea QIIPd him with chis Lullaby. 


i 


E 1] my Babe, and take thy ret, 
Afﬀii&not thus thy Mothers brett. 
Secure art thou from Tyr.znt tell, 
And frem thedreadtall powers of Hell 
Then do notcri« ; © 
No Foeisnigh, © | 
And God looks on thee from owhiighs.- 
| By. By: By. Lullaby. . 
G 2 How 
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Draw thou thy hands from my breſt, 
Whiles I on thy fair eyes do feaſt. 
Dropnor a teare, 
No harm is neere. 
- And heres God with 5, it it were. 
By a By. By. Lullaby. 
Thus did ſhe fill che Babe, when as they went 
All kinde of creatures l'udied ro content: 
The ſturdie Ozke ſeem'd capable of ſence 
When he paſt by, and with due reverence 
. Bow'd down his aged head. Dead trees begun 
Being reviv'd thus by a warmer Sun 
To iflue our freſh bloſſoms , and were ſeen 
In this decay et Winter to look green. 
The wanton Bzras in a full 2zre did ling 
Asif they purpol d to prevent the Spring. 
Beaſis fierce by nature at his light grew came, 
And bowed low as then right welt became. 
Th outragious Bullocks as if caught and broke, 
Offering their gentle necks u nto the yoke. 
. Wich theſe contents the W:lderneſſe they paſt, - 
And into Egypt ſafely came at lait. 
Into which land no fooner was he come 
Eur the 1dols fell, the Or acles grew dumb. 
As Dagon, when the Ark was priſoner took, 
And in his Temple plac'd for terrour ſhook 
And tumbling down broke boch his han1s & feet, 
Plainly confefling that he was unmeect 
:>-Toreſt ſo neer the Arke of God the Lord : 
+ x; Dofell the Ido! of their own accord DNS 
—__ G3 Throughout 


——_— 
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How haps it that ſuch things be done 
As ill beſeemthy Fathers Son. 
That onelſo old ſhould be ſo young, 
And that the Word ſhoald want a tonZue. 

That th'Head comes down, 

The feet to crown 3 


And Heaven makes Earth of like renown. 
By a By. By. Lullaby. 


Thoſe Feet that the whole Earth can meaſure, 
How come they to be tyed together ! 
Art thou in bonds, or canlt thou be, 
And yet give hopes to make Man free ? 
Cauſt thou thus groan, 
Yer eaſe our moan ? 


Givelite to us, yet looſe thine own ! 


By a By. By. Lullaby. 


4 
Thoſe Hands which graſpe the World lo Jreats 
Why dothey tugg thus at the Teac ! 
Why doeſt thou ufe that Voice to crie, 
Which can like Thunder ſhakethe die? ? 
| Thoſe Eyes divine, 
It thus thou whine, 4 
Can they at once both rain and ſhine! _ 
By a By. By. Lullaby. | 


5- 
Oh then !ye ſtill my Babie ſweet, 
Thou on my knees, I at thy Feet.. - 
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Throughowt aft Eoyprfoon as hecame there; 

That Arke indeed whom all the Devils fear. 
.Scarce had they fix't in Egypr, and pofteſt 

A ſecure dwelling a fic place of reſt; 

When Fame cameflying after, and bronghit word { 

Of the poor Infavrs flaine by Herods fword. | 

Which news whereot being pofted to the Cotrt 

Of Fame; loud Fame did publifh in this fort. 

The Souldiers long accuſtomed to folth}l * 

With cruell diligence the Tyrants will. 

Ruſh into every h: uſe at once; that no 

Prevention might beuſed Cavoid the blowe 

Now readie to be given ; and'tromthebreft 

Snatch the poor I:fants to erernall reft. (bones; 

Some did they ſqueeze to death, orbreak' their 

The braines of ochers daſht againſt the (tones : 

Some tolt upon their ſpears, orthrown aclengrh 

Torrie whofe arme carriedthe greareft ſtrengrh:. 

So'great the {laughter was in'aÞ! that Coaſt 

As died the Rivers red ; each field almoſt 

With ſtreams of gore bloud running down amaine | 

And th inrag'd mothers of the Þfanreflaine 

Ran maQding up and down chefſtreers with” criet 

And cxcreations peircing to the gkies, = 

As was thecrieand —_— the land 

Of Egypt; when rhe Angels Killinglrand 

Fn every honfe the heireor Fiſt: Forofincre 

From the Kings Palace to rhe Shepherd's Cote : 
Such was rtre noyſein Ramab, fach the griete 


; Ot Rachel mourning, (bur without reliefe)' br”. 


For 
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For her loſt children whoſe ur happy Fate | 7 
Fame did thus, weepe, or weeping thus relate. * 
Which news thus told, the V irgmnentertaind 
With ſad lam ents, and to jult heaven complain'd 
Againſt the Tyrant. Yer did this miichance 
S veetcn her Joy tor the diliverance 
Of her dear Babe : tor well fhe knew that He 
Was onely ainrd atin this Teagedie. 
So proltrace on the ground the Lord the praiſed, 
Who had to mighty a Salvation railed 
ToDavids ſced : an1chen did rite, and fling - 
This Pſa/m of David co the heavenly King. 


4 


F God on our fide had not been 


A ſtrength ana tay, 
Had he not in our Cauſc been feen 
May Iſrael ſay 
Taking part with us in the day, 
When wicked men againlt us roſe. 
Then had they twallowed ns alive, 
So furiouſly their rage did drive 
Such burning hate poſlett our Foes . 


2 


Then doubrlefle had the waters drownd 
Uzevery one; 
Our ſouls had in the ſiream been found 
: Quite ſunk and gone 
The ſwelling waves there work had:done- 


And 
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And over whelw'd our lucklefle ſoule. 
T. Fur God the Lord be prail d alway 
| Who hath notygiven us to; a prey 
Bur from their tecth preſerv'd us whole. 


0 
Oar fou'es from ont their bloodie hands 
Elcaped arcs 
Even as the biid vuc of the bands 
Ot hidden inare, 
Which cunning Fowlers do p:epare. 
The ſnare 1s broke and we are freed. 
ror allour helpis in his name, 
Who hrit the heaven and carth did frames 
And thus hath ſav'd us in our necd. 


So ſung the Virgin mother. And this Pſalm 
She ott repeared in that bleſſed calme 
Which God had given her, when (o fierce a ſtorm 
Threatrned her dearett hopes © have over born. 
ic feem?d che land of Goſhen where they were ; 
I was all ſocalme ; no hail nor thunder there. 
Ez yptche place in which the Arke did relt 
With crueil ftormes and (eas :of bloid dittreft: 
Whick, once the houſe of bondage, was now made 
Their Cafile of defence ; And there they ſtaid 
Vaill che Tyrants fatall threcd was ſpun. 
When ext of Ep ypt God reveal'd his Son. Az 
* Nor was it long. Switc vengeance overtakes. :/ 
The murderous man. Herod not more bebe 

VA -. .- -And4.- 
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To ſhed the blood of Dmecents, then GoTi 
To ſcoutge him-with a ſharp tormenting Rod; 
An UVlcer eats his Bowels, and a Fire 
Conſumes his Entraits ; ſo-that no defxre 
' Of his work Enemiceould have wiſh'd or deat 
A greater torment to him, then hetelt. 
And with theſe pangg,the wretch focruel-heartedg 
Was torn in pieces, rather then departed. | 
| Scarce was. the news made known to vulgar cars 
When lo, the Azge/ of the Lord appears 
, Once moreto Foſeph in a dreamyand (aid, 
- Zofepb awake: the Lord on thee hath laid 
©This new command. Return with chy (maltrain 
*Into the. land of Jae! again. 
** Thon and thy dear Babie, and thy Virgin-wifes 
** For they are dead that fought the Infants life: 
Joſeph awakned, tels the Lords. command 
Unto his Yirgin-wife, who outof hand 
Tikes up the Babe; and as the Lord requird, 
They hattencoche Landiſo much defird. 
_ Ahblefſed Babe, how art thou.toſt abeut 
From placeto place, tranſported in and out; 
And yetcanſt bnde no reſt. For when they:came 
Into Fudea, where the certain fame 
Of Herods death had fll'd all: places; there 
They metthis (ad news, that his Son and Heir 
| Calld robelaw(the old Tyrant dead): 
P offeſt the throne, and reigned in his ſtead. 
| Bice Jofeph made an halt, and did not know 
c 
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Fearing leſt frchelaws might inheric,. © 
Together with the Crown, his Fathers Spirit. 
But God reſolv'd this doubt; and inhis fleeg. 
Warn'd him to quit Jxdea, and to keep 

The way which leads to Galilee, and there 
Abide in ſafety withour further fear. 


[> hi heard Joſeph a command from Heaven 


o which abedicnce was.more gladly:given. 
He wnſters hjs ſmall croop, and forward goes 
Secure from danger, jn contempt of Foes, 
To Nazzreth, his old dwellinz; whither come 


Their ancient Friends to bid them welcome home. | 


And there they dwelt with comfort and delight: - 
The Babe from thence being calld a NAZARITE. 


And flay thou here my Me ; preſume no more 


Upon ſo high a Subje&. Do not ſore 

Beyond thy pitch; nor cafta wandring eye 

On the great Powers of his Dzvinitze, 

Expreſt by micacles, and mighty ſ1gnes, 
Dottcines more holy, Precepts moredivine 
Then thoſe of AZoſes and the La. Theſe things 
Carry too vaſt an height for thy weak wings. 
Reſt thou then here, and darenot to reherle, 
Such heavenly matters in ſuch homely yerſe. 
The Bremiſed Seed, Gods and the Virgins Son 
Hath lived his firit yeer; And thy task is done. |, 
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The Prayer. 


. A Lmighty God, whoſe praiſe the young Yanocents 
£'\M. thy Witneſſes have confeſſed and ſhewed forth, not © 

 3n (peaking, b»t in dying ; mortifie and kill off Vices 
in, that in our converſation our life may expreſſe that 
F aith which with our tongues we do confefſe. And ſince O 
Lord thou haſt ordained and conftituted the fervice of all 
Angels and Men #n ſuch 2 wonderfull order ; mercifully 
grant that they which alwayes do thee ſervice in Heaven, 


may by thy appointment ſaccour and defend Hs on Exth, 
through JESUS CHRIST our Lord. Amen. | 


All power and glory be 
To him that fats upon the throne, 
Th*Almighty One. 
And forthe Lambe 


Who the great Dragon overcame, 
For ever blcſt be He. 
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